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FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
Dear Friends,
A number of people have expressed interest in a Beth David trip to Israel, and I would be thrilled to have the
opportunity to travel with you! There are many different ways to experience Israel, and while we won’t get to do
everything (that would take a lifetime), we will get to do many things.
Here are a few options for the potential trip. Please let me know which one would interest you the most.
Food and Wine Tour, November 2020
Good for first-timers and returnees, we will tour the land of Israel by tasting its bounty.
Whether shopping in Machane Yehuda (market in Jerusalem) for fresh ingredients and taking a
cooking class, eating the special sheep’s cheese in Tzfat, tasting at the local boutique wineries
in the Golan, or celebrating Israel’s many cultures (Georgian, Ethiopian, Syrian, etc.) we will
sample our way across the country. We will also explore cultural, historical, and religious sites
and institutions. For adults.
First-Time Highlights Tour, November 2020
Good for first-timers and for those for whom its been awhile since their last trip, we will visit
the key historical, cultural, and religious sites in Israel including Old and New Jerusalem, the mystical city of Tzfat,
Masada, Caesarea, and Tel Aviv. We will explore what makes Israel such an incredible and complicated new
country in an ancient land. Don’t worry, we will eat well on this trip too! For adults.
Family Trip, December Vacation 2020
Good for families with school-aged children and teens. We will visit key historical, cultural, and religious sites
throughout the land as we engage in active, hands-on experiences. We will have the opportunity to climb Masada,
float in the Dead Sea, take a jeep tour through the Golan, and walk on the Old City of Jerusalem’s rooftops. For
families and people who want an active tour of Israel.
Each trip will feature Shabbat in Jerusalem (always a highlight), and while each one will be busy and filled with
cultural experiences. There will also be opportunities to explore on your own, to chat with locals, to shop, and to
take in all that Israel has to offer.
Please let me know which trip speaks to you, so that I can get plans underway.
L’Shanah ha-Ba’ah b’Yerushalayim (next year in Jerusalem)!

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
Shabbat Morning Hike with Rabbi Alpert

Saturday, December 14, 9:00am - 12:00pm
For parents and their children
(5th graders and up)
Leave the stresses of the week behind! Get out into
nature and bond with your kids on this family-friendly,
educational hike led by Rabbi Alpert. The hike will
focus on combining Shabbat prayer, mindfulness and
exercise. Please RSVP by calling the office at
408-257-3333 or by emailing to info@beth-david.org.

Special Shabbat Adult Learning Sessions
December 7

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

December 14

9:30 - 10:45 a.m.

December 14

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Mindfulness and Meditation Through the
Hasidic Lens
with Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia
Find personal meaning in Jewish prayer and discover
that current spiritual tools are rooted in the traditional
Jewish experience.

Stretching into Shabbat
with Rabbi Laurie Matzkin
Makom Yoga provides a refreshing mix of Jewish learning (with guided meditation, breath work and asana practice. Suitable for all levels.
An Exploration of Shabbat Prayer
with Rabbi Ilana Baird
For Russian speakers. Explore Shabbat prayers in this
study session.
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Purim Shpiel Auditions

Sunday. January 5, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Come join us for this
year’s incredibly fun
Purim Shpiel! Aaron &
Cindy, directors of last
year’s fabulous shpiel
are again directing &
producing our shpiel
this year!
They have been directing and performing in this
area for years, and are very excited to put
their creative skills to work for this silly and
heartwarming show!
Everyone age 14+ is welcome, ages 10+ may join
if a parent or sibling is also auditioning. No
experience necessary, everyone auditioning will
be cast!
PREPARATION: Please come ready to learn and
move! We will have a short dance combination
and a group singing exercise. Interested in a
solo? Bring a karaoke track (YouTube OK) of
musical theatre song that shows your range, up
to 1 minute. Please bring the completed audition
form in possible and check your calendars for
possible conflicts through March 9!

Is There a Youth in Your Life in Need
of a Bit of Inspiration on Their Jewish Journey?
The Balk Family Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund can help. The scholarship fund perpetuates the memory
and ideals of Beth David members Sheldon and Melvina Balk and their sons, Richard and David Balk and is
intended to capture and light the spirit of Judaism in our youth, especially those who may seem apathetic about
Jewish activities.
Nominations for summer 2020 resident camp scholarships are being accepted now. Please call Chuck
Taubman at 408-257-3251 for additional information
and to learn how to submit a nomination (the due date
is January 17, 2020).
Please remember these are not merit-based
scholarships. We offer substantial aid, not based on
academic results or activities, but, rather, to awaken a
student’s Jewish identity. We give preference to Beth
David first time campers. The amount we disburse
depends upon donations to the Fund and current
interest, but this past summer, aided by our
scholarships, three Beth David students attended Camp
Ramah camps.
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President’S perspective
Support Religious Pluralism in Israel

We have very few opportunities, as Jews living in America, to influence and make change in Israel.
This is one of those times.
It is time to raise our voices and send the strongest possible message to leaders in Israel that we seek equal
stature for Conservative/Masorti Judaism.
Every five years, Jews from around the world are asked to step-up and be counted in the World
Zionist Congress Election. The next election begins on January 21, 2020. 145 delegates will be
elected to represent the US and asked to make critical decisions about the future of the Jewish
people in Israel – religious freedom, democratic principles, and the celebration of diversity – are
all at stake. Our votes also count toward allocating funding for Conservative Judaism in Israel,
an under-served minority.
Your Vote for Mercaz Can Make Real Change.
Casting your vote for the Mercaz Slate will ensure that the Conservative Movement has the
strongest possible delegation at the Congress. Stand up and be counted.
Join us! Sign up to vote in either of these two ways!
Go to mercaz2020.org to pledge to vote, and then vote when the ballot arrives.
Text VOTE to 917-336-1162. You will get a text reminder when voting begins.
For more information
 About Mercaz: www.mercaz2020.org/about-mercaz
 Frequently Asked Questions : www.mercaz2020.org/faqs

Elizabeth “Betty” Menkin

REMINDER
Congregation Beth David Annual Meeting
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. in the Beth David Sanctuary
Evening minyan will be at 7:00 p.m.
Check-in will begin at 7:15 p.m.
We need a quorum of 75 members at the meeting to conduct business. In addition to a report of the
congregation and election of candidates proposed for the open positions of the Beth David Board for 2020,
the congregation will vote on a few updates to the Congregation Beth
David Bylaws (see below) as the first of a two-year series of updates.
Information on these proposals will be mailed on or before December
4th. You may also reference them online at
www.beth-david.org/2019-annual-meeting.

Information Meeting on Proposed Bylaws Amendments
Tuesday, December 10, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Learn more about the Bylaws amendments that will be presented for at
the Congregational Meeting. This is an informational meeting to find out
more about the proposal and get questions answered.
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Sukkot Holiday Connect Packages Sent
The first Holiday Connect package, this one for Sukkot, arrived at
the participants dorms and apartments in mid-October. The
young adults were excited to receive them and enjoyed the items
that were packed with love by CBD Women.
Our second package, which will be sent in January, will center
around the holiday of Tu B'Shevat.
Register your college-aged young adult today!
Download the registration at www.bethdavid.org/holiday-connect. Be sure to save the
form before sending.
If you would like to join the Holiday Connect
Committee, please email
CBD.holidayconnect@beth-david.org.
Pictured: Two of our Holiday Connect young adults
opening their first holiday package; Jacob
Klein-Cohen at Purdue University, grandson of
Susan and Tom Klein and Kayla Boxer at Brandeis
University, granddaughter of Susan and Tom Klein.

We need hosts for our wildly successful zip code dessert event
featuring new themes and smaller venues.
Saturday, 2/1/20 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Pick your theme and open your home to
your CBD friends and neighbors.
This year we are highlighting themes such
as Israeli, French or Mediterranean
desserts as well as offering smaller, more
intimate gatherings to facilitate
conversation and help fellow congregants
get to know each other a bit better. So,
even if you think your home is too small
to host, we can make it work.
If you want to host this fun and easy
potluck event, please email Wendy at
askenas@beth-david.org.
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Ladies Who Lunch

Thursday, December 12, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
.

Dames Who Dine

Thursday, December 19, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
These are casual opportunities to get to know
new Beth David women or to catch up with old
friends.
If you are on the CBD Women’s roster, you will
receive an invite through Signup Genius. If you
are not on the roster, but would like to attend or
be added to the roster, contact Cathy Beyda at
cbd.women@beth-david.org. RSVP required.

Movie and Discussion Group

Wednesday, December 4
11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Join us for a midweek matinee followed by lunch to discuss
the movie. The movie will be selected the prior Friday when
movie schedules are posted. Email cbd.women@bethdavid.org for selected movie location and time.

UPCOMING
Women’s Shabbat - January 25th - See page 17
Hamantaschen baking for Purim - Late February

Not Just One

Social Group for
Single Women of All Ages

“Not Just One” is a newly formed social group
for women of all ages who are unattached single, divorced, or widowed - who would like
to share camaraderie and fun. This is a
wonderful way to make new friends within our
CBD community and always have someone
you can call to join you for a dinner, movie,
theater show, or any other place where you
prefer not going alone.
Please call Rudi Katz or Seema Cicerone for
more information and to receive email updates.
If you are a CBD member and you need their
contact information, please call the office at
408-257-3333.

Never Miss a CBD Women Event
Email cbd.women@beth-david.org
To get on our mailing list.

What Makes Music Sound
Jewish?
Sunday, December 8
10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Join a discussion of the music of biblical times to
contemporary world folk fusion. We’ll delve into the
history and traditions around Klezmer music and
compare it to it’s Sephardic cousin as well as the
sacred traditions developed by unique Jewish
communities around the world. Taught by Deborah
Rosengaus – mezzo soprano opera singer.
Possibly the first class in a four class
sequence. Class begins at 10:30, come early for
food.
Please RSVP www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the
office at 408-257-3333.
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Friday Night Dinners at CBD

By Carol Cassell
It’s a myth that one needs meat and wine for Shabbat dinner. Sometimes it is satisfying to do one’s own googling
for answers to halachic questions. This is what I found
Shulchan Aruch HaRav sums up the halachah as follows:
There is no obligation to eat meat or drink wine on Shabbat. Rather, since it is assumed that most people take
more pleasure in eating meat than in other foods, and in drinking wine more than other drinks, therefore they
should increase in [consuming] meat and wine according to their means.
In other words, what exactly the menu should consist of is entirely up to the tastes of the individual, with the
stipulation that it be the best he can afford. The main thing is how you enjoy a meal—not how others think you
should enjoy it.
In light of climate change and cost, the pot luck dinners I organize will not be serving a CBD provided meat/fish/
chicken entrée. I enthusiastically support Dorothy Dorsay’s future vegetarian cooking classes mentioned at the
November 3rd CBD Women’s annual business meeting.
On February 7th, Kathy Levinson and Naomi Fine from Kol Emet will be speaking about LGBT Issues and
Solutions. The dinner will be minestrone soup and salad, prepared in the CBD kitchen, plus challah and dessert for
a cost of ten dollars.
On April 3rd, speaker TBD, I’m thinking of having a potluck soup and salad Shabbat dinner. Crockpot soup liners
(Sue Marcus, now in Tel Aviv with family, introduced them to me), an automatic timer to turn off power to the
electrical line after dinner, and as long as people plug in before the start of Shabbat, I think we are good. April is a
long way off.
I would like to thank Iris Bendahan for spearheading the SIGD dinner, and for doing those monthly religious school
potluck dinners in the past. There would always be one table with just adults, and my husband and I very much
enjoyed them.
Before SIGD, I organized a potluck Shabbat dinner before Rabbi Kleinberg spoke. CBD provided wine, salmon,
quinoa, and pineapple coleslaw and it was lovely, but not cost neutral. Lessons learned are to charge more for
dinners like that, and allow more time for dinner.
The Scholar in Residence dinner is right after Passover. I will be talking to caterer Lucy Fried, about making some
dishes for that event. I would like to plan a no-reason no-frills potluck dinner after services where people could
linger. The calendar is quite full, but isn’t that a lovely problem to have!

Hanukkah Potluck

For 4th-10th Graders & Families
Sunday, December 22, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
At a Private Home
Join us for a fun and
festive Hanukkah
celebration! Camp
Ramah’s Rabbi Sarah
will do a Hanukkah
activity and Rabbi
Alpert will be there
to lead the menorah
lighting on this first
night of Hanukkah.
Please bring your menorah!
This is a great way to kick off the holiday! RSVP
for the address as space is limited online at
www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office at
408-257-3333.

Havdalah & Movie Night

Saturday, January 4, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Come as a family for Havdalah service and
movie night. We will begin at 6:00pm with
an art project followed by Havdalah. Pizza &
salad will be served.

At 7:00pm all parents and their children are
invited to stay for a family movie
appropriate for
everyone. Snacks and
popcorn will be
available, plus wine for
adults. There is no
charge for dinner, but
please RSVP at
www.beth-david.org/
rsvp or call the office
at 408-257-3333.
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Musical Shabbat Service
with Lior Ben Hur
Friday, 12/13 at 6:30pm
Join us for an engaging musical Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
and Lior Ben-Hur! Lior is a performing artist, music composer and awardwinning educator born and raised in Jerusalem, Israel.

Neshama L’Shabbat
Friday, 12/20 at 6:30pm
Taught by Rabbi Alpert, Neshama Body and Soul is a practice
that combines movement and spiritual reflection. Through
strength-training and various forms of prayer, we reconnect our
physical and spiritual selves. Neshama l’Shabbat incorporates
themes and music (including a playlist) from Shabbat into the
experience. Neshama l’Shabbat is open to all regardless of age,
gender, or religious background. Please wear work out clothes
and sneakers, bring a bottle of water, and although this is not
Yoga, feel free to bring your own mat.

Shabbat @ Home
Friday, 12/27 & 1/3

No Services at Beth David

We encourage you to create your own Shabbat at home
experience. Take a break from ordinary life, and focus on family,
community, and spiritual growth.
Learn more www.beth-david.org/shabbat-rituals

Menschlichkeit 101

Saturday, December 21, Approx 1:00pm
Taught by Rabbi Pressman
In a world that seems
increasingly callous,
cruel and crude,
Judaism's teachings of
compassion and
respect seem even
more relevant and
necessary. We will
examine topics like:
respect for others,
manners, proper
language, and more.

Jewish Book Discussion Group
The Man Who Never Stopped Sleeping
Saturday, December 14,
Approx 1:00pm
by Aharon Appelfield, led
by Alex Drukarev
This is a story of a young
Holocaust survivor,
wounded in body and
spirit, who takes his first
steps toward creating a
life for himself in the
newly established state
of Israel.
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Membership Committee
Do You Remember This Song?

Shalom chaverim, shalom chaverim
Shalom Shalom
L’hitraot L’hitraot
Shalom Shalom
We used to sing this song at the end of every day when I was in preschool at the Jewish Community Center in
Bridgeport, Connecticut. I distinctly remember that it came right after the song that told us “it’s time to put the
toys away.”
December is a time for getting together with chaverim and taking out all of the toys! We take out candles and
menorahs, gelt and dreidels. In the kitchen, we take out graters, peelers and big skillets. (For me, kitchen
equipment can also be qualified as ‘toys.’)
There are a bunch of events coming up in December to gather with friends and members of our CBD Community.
There’s Rabbi’s Shabbat hike for Families with children 5th grade and up,
Membership Committee
Chanukah celebrations, and Hazak’s Chanukah Extravaganza to name a few. We
Meeting - Join Us!
can get together with our chaverim, share our toys and make some new friends
Thursday,
December 12
too. Check the calendar and Shabbat bulletin for dates, times and location
7:30 - 9:00pm
information.
Help shape the future of our
synagogue!
Bring your ideas and
In addition to planned events, you can join a Chavurah. Go to www.bethenergy.
All
are
welcome to give
david.org/join-a-havurah to download an interest form. Joining a Chavurah is a
input and participate!
great way to meet other moms and dads with young kids, find a new group of
recent graduates and young professionals venturing out into the world, or
schmooze with other like-minded people.
Finally, let’s not forget those who could use some cheer and assistance during these festive times. The We Care
community at Beth David is available via volunteers to help arrange visits to someone’s home, organize rides to
services and events, and for meal preparations. If you’re able to help out to someone in need, we’d love to hear
from you.
So, invite someone to your Chanukah celebration or come to one at Beth David. Share your stories about dreidels
and menorahs. Enjoy latkes with applesauce, sour cream or plain straight out of the pan.
Shalom Chaverim, l’hitraot, and Happy Chanukah!
Alana Goodman
On behalf of the Membership Community
P.S. The warm clothing drive sponsored by the Tikkun Olam Team is running through December 15th.
See page 18 for donation details.

Welcome New Members!
• Mike Bromberg & Ken Repp
• Micah Glass-Siegel & Leah Newman and their 2 year old twins, Jonah & Miri

Please share our joy as our son, Diego,
is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on
Saturday, December 28, 2019
We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch following the service.
Heberly and Nathan Grossman.
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December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1 3rd of Kislev
9:30am Minyan

2 4th of Kislev
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

3 5th of Kislev

4 6th of Kislev
11:30am CBD Women Movie
& Discussion Group (offsite)

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan
7:00pm Introduction to
Judaism (Offsite)

8 10th of Kislev
9:00am Torah Trope
9:30am Minyan
9:30am Sunday Religious
School
9:30am Teen Madrichim
Program
9:30am Understanding
Muslim Neighbors (Offsite)
10:15am The Jewish Sound
11:15am Moving Traditions:
for Pre-teens and Their
Parents

9 11th of Kislev
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

10 12th of Kislev

15 17th of Kislev
9:30am Minyan

16 18th of Kislev
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

6:00pm Hazak Hanukkah
Extravaganza

22 24th of Kislev
9:30am Minyan

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Programming
Committee Meetings
23 25th of Kislev
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

7:00pm Minyan
7:00pm Introduction to
Judaism (Offsite)
7:30pm Information Meeting
on Proposed Bylaws
Amendments

17 19th of Kislev

7:00pm Minyan
7:00pm Introduction to
Judaism (Offsite)

24 26th of Kislev
Office Closes at 4:00pm

5:00pm Hanukkah Potluck for
4th-10th Graders &
Families (Offsite)
5:45pm Hanukkah: 2 Candles
5:46pm Hanukkah: 3 Candles
5:45pm Hanukkah: 1 Candle 7:00pm minyan
29 1st of Tevet
9:30am Minyan

5:49pm Hanukkah: 8 Candles

30 2nd of Tevet
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

31 3rd of Tevet

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan

4:00pm Wednesday Religious
School
6:15pm Teen Program: It Is
Not In Heaven
7:00pm Minyan

11 13th of Kislev

4:00pm Wednesday Religious
School
6:15pm Teen Program: It Is
Not In Heaven
7:00pm Minyan

18 20th of Kislev

4:00pm Wednesday Religious
School
6:15pm Teen Program: It Is
Not In Heaven
7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Annual Meeting
25 27th of Kislev
Administration Office Closed

5:46pm Hanukkah: 4 Candles

7:00pm Minyan
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5 7th of Kislev

6 8th of Kislev
10:00am Talmud Study

7 9th of Kislev
9:30am Services/Adult B’not
Mitzvah Debra Lee & Lisa
Burt Hy Burdman 90th
Birthday/Anniv Walter
Spector Bar Mitzvah
10:00am Mindfulness and
Meditation Through the
Hasidic Lens
11:00am Tot Shabbat
12:00pm Kiddush
5:40pm Havdalah

4:32pm Candle lighting
6:30pm Services

7:00pm Minyan
12 14th of Kislev
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch
(Offsite)

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Finance Committee
Meeting
7:30pm Membership
Committee

19 21st of Kislev

13 15th of Kislev
10:00am Talmud Study

4:33pm Candle lighting
6:30pm Musical Shabbat

20 22nd of Kislev
10:00am Talmud Study

14 16th of Kislev
9:00am Shabbat Morning Hike
for families with 5th
Graders and up
9:30am Services/Bob Baird
80th Birthday
9:30am Stretching into
Shabbat
9:30am Shabbat School
10:30am An Exploration of
Shabbat Prayer & Study
for Russian Speakers
12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Jewish Book
Discussion Group
5:41pm Havdalah
21 23rd of Kislev
9:30am Services/Bress Baby
Namings

12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Menschlichkeit 101
7:00pm Minyan
7:00pm Dames who Dine
(Offsite)
26 28th of Kislev

4:36pm Candle lighting
6:30pm Neshama L’Shabbat
27 29th of Kislev
10:00am Talmud Study
4:40pm Hanukkah: 6 Candles
4:40pm Candle lighting

5:47pm Hanukkah: 5 Candles 6:30pm Shabbat @ Home 7:00pm Minyan
(Offsite)

5:44pm Havdalah
28 30th of Kislev
9:30am Services/Diego
Grossman Bar Mitzvah
12:00pm Kiddush

Tot Shabbat

Saturday,
December 7
11:00 - 11:45am
For ages 5 and under.
Relaxing, lighthearted,
interactive, Shabbat
program for tots. Includes
songs, stories, puppets and
more.

Jewish Sound

Sunday,
December 8
10:15am - 12:00pm
A discussion of the music of
biblical times to
contemporary world folk
fusion. See page 7

Shabbat Morning Hike
with Rabbi Alpert

Saturday,
December 14
9:00am - 12:00pm
Join Rabbi Alpert for a
Shabbat prayer, mindfulness
and exercise. For families
with children in 5th grade
and up. See page 3

Neshama L’Shabbat:
with Rabbi Alpert

Friday,
December 20
6:30 - 7:30pm
Through strength-training
and various forms of prayer,
we reconnect our physical
and spiritual selves. see

page 9
5:48pm Hanukkah: 7 Candles

Your Attendance is Requested! See details on page 5
Information Meeting on Proposed Bylaws
Amendments
Tuesday, December 10, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Learn more about the Bylaws amendments that
will be presented for at the Congregational
Meeting. This is an informational meeting to find
out more about the proposal and get questions
answered.

Congregation Beth David Annual Meeting
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
in the Beth David Sanctuary
 Evening minyan will be at 7:00 p.m.
 Check-in will begin at 7:15 p.m.
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From Rabbi Stacy Petersohn,
Interim Religious School Principal
When I was a student in yeshiva, I had a teacher who said he loved the two months between the end of
the High Holy Days and Hanukkah. He claimed it was the best time of year to get real studying done,
without the disruption and special focus that Jewish holidays required. However, this particular teacher
was from Australia, and didn’t have to deal with the impact of Thanksgiving on the learning schedule.
The month of November always feels a little short because of time off for Thanksgiving, but that it is still
filled with so many exciting opportunities. Our students have started to learn with Lior Ben-Hur, a local
Jewish musician and educator who is teaching our students a couple of his songs that he has also
introduced to the congregation during musical Shabbat services.
On November 13th, our 3rd – 7th graders had a special surprise guest during religious school. The sofer, a
Jewish scribe who came to check on the synagogue Torah scrolls, spoke to our Wednesday religious
school about what it means to be a sofer and the specialized skill and tools required to write a Torah.
November 22nd was our first Family Shabbat service and potluck, a wonderful chance for families with
school age children to come together to bring in Shabbat together through prayer and song. Our next one
will be on March 6th, so put it on your calendar now and plan on joining us.

Religious School Schedule and Special Events for December—Mid January
12/1
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASSES DUE TO THANKSGIVING BREAK
12/4
4:00-6:15pm
Religious School (3rd-7th grade)
12/4
6:15-7:45pm
Teen Program (8th-12th grade)
12/7
11:00-11:45am
Tot Shabbat (kids <5 and siblings) in Rm. 13/14
12/8
9:30am-12:30pm
Religious School (JK-7th grade and High School Madrichim)
12/8
11:15am-12:30pm
Moving Traditions for Pre-teens and their parents
12/11
4:00-6:15pm
Religious School (3rd-7th grade)
12/11
6:15-7:45pm
Teen Program (8th-12th grade)
12/14
9:00am-12:00pm
Shabbat Morning Hike with Rabbi Alpert (5th—7th grade)
12/14
9:30am-12pm
Shabbat School (3rd-7th grade)
12/15
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DUE TO SHABBAT SCHOOL YESTERDAY
12/18
4:00-6:15pm
Religious School (3rd-7th grade)
12/18
6:15-7:45pm
Teen Program (8th-12th grade)
12/22-12/30
HANUKAH – “FESTIVAL OF LIGHT”
12/22
5:00-8:00pm
Hanukah Party off-site (4th-10th grade & families) RSVP Required
12/22/19-1/5/20
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – WINTER VACATION
1/8
4:00-6:15pm
Religious School (3rd-7th grade)
1/8
6:15-7:45pm
Teen Program (8th-12th grade)
1/11
10:00-11:30am
Youth Congregation
1/12
9:30am-12:30pm
Religious School (JK-7th grade and High School Madrichim)
1/12
11:15am-12:30pm
Moving Traditions for Pre-teens and their parents
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Unity Sukkot BBQ - Building Bridges
By Iris Bendahan
On the beautiful Sunday afternoon of October 20,
over 400 people showed up to enjoy the Unity
Sukkot BBQ at the APJCC. The JCC’s annual Sukkot
BBQ became the Unity Sukkot BBQ when a
collaboration was formed with Abrahamic Alliance
International to truly fulfill the mitzvah of
hospitality by welcoming the Christian and Muslim
community. One of AAi’s foci is bringing together
the 3 Abrahamic faiths to build bridges of
understanding through the common goal of social
action, usually a cook and serve event to the
unhoused community. Beth David has already
participated in 9 such events in the last few years,
several with West Valley Muslim Association and
Lincoln Glen Church who helped coordinate this
event. The goal of the collaborative BBQ event was to
continue the bridge building through a social gathering
where, in addition to schmoozing in the sukkah, each faith
set up information booths to share their philosophies and
traditions around three areas where the communities are
united: scriptures to guide moral thought, holidays and
traditions of welcoming, and prayer. Beth David’s Tikkun
Olam Team took on setting up the Jewish displays (with
some youth assistance from Zoe and Erin Handelsman, and
Jovanna and Aliyah Bierman). Thank you to all who helped
out.
With the information for each area displayed side by side, the commonalities really showed. According to
Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, Director of Community Engagement for the APJCC, "I was really happy with the
informal conversations I observed (and participated in) both at the tables in the Sukkah and in front of the AAI
display tables. We heard lots of positive feedback from members of our community about the event. It was
an honor and a pleasure to host!”. Personally, I found
it incredible to have Muslims and Christians asking
me questions about Jewish traditions, and all of us
realizing how many similarities there were. And, of
course, I loved helping the kids make their candy
sukkot and getting all sticky!
Beth David’s Tikkun Olam Team hopes to continue to
have such collaborative events with our Muslim and
Christian neighbors such as the current
“Understanding Muslim Neighbors” class, more AAI
coordinated cook and serve events (expect one on
Mitzvah Day in January or shortly thereafter), and
our continued work through PACT (People Acting in
Community Together). As Rabbi Hugh said: "[we]
hope that we can build on this initial experience with
future collaborations”. Collaboration by first finding common ground, certainly not a new concept, but it is an
amazing way to start building unity in our divisive world.
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CBD WOMEN’S SHABBAT
28 Tevet, 5780 * January 25, 2020 @ 9:30am
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN US FOR AN INSPIRING SHABBAT
MORNING SERVICE
Followed by a lovely Kiddush luncheon
Sign up to Participate!
Daughters, granddaughters - all ages encouraged to participate!
www.beth-david.org/cbd-womens-shabbat-2
In honor of this year’s theme “Hesed” - kindness, we’re encouraging donations to
Mathilda’s Mentionables.
For more information, see page 18
or go to wlcj.org/programs/mathildes-mentionables
We also encourage you to participate on Mitzvah Day on Sunday, January 26.

Qualified Charitable Distribution
Beer with the Boys
Sunday, December 1,
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Join us at Cupertino
Taproom located in the
Whole Foods at 20955
Stevens Creek Blvd,
Cupertino.

Monthly Meeting and Hike

Sunday, December 8, 9:00am
Come join us for conversation, Jewish fraternity and
weather permitting a one hour hike at Fremont Older
Preserve.
RSVP to CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org

If you are over 70 ½ years old and have a
traditional Individual Retirement Account (IRA),
making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
might be right for you! People who are making
Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) from
their traditional IRAs, who desire to make
charitable gifts, may be able to do so and benefit
Congregation Beth David at the same time, by
making the distributions directly to Congregation
Beth David from their IRA.
There are limits on the types and amounts of such
distributions, as well as the organizations which
may qualify to receive them. Accordingly, we
strongly suggest that you discuss this with your tax
advisor.

Sign up for Calendar Reminders

We have cycling, hiking and a day trip to Año Nuevo
planned. RSVP for any of our events
to cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org and ask to sign up
for our calendar reminders at cbdmensclub on
groups.io.
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About Beth David’s Tikkun Olam Team
Beth David’s Tikkun Olam Team meets regularly to make sure our community engages in
this important Jewish value. During our meetings we plan and calendar our own tikkun
events or make sure we engage in community Tikkun events. If you’re interested in joining
the team please email cbd.tikkun@beth-david.org.
Current Collections
Coat and Warm Clothing Drive – Through December 15 – Many people in Santa Clara County are truly cold
at this time of year and don’t have adequate clothing to get themselves warm.
Please look through your closets and drawers for warm items: coats, sweaters, socks
and other warm clothing plus sleeping bags and blankets. Some congregants shop at
thrift stores for these items to donate. Bring them to CBD or the JCC and deposit
them in the front hall receptacle. The Tikun Olam Team will be delivering them
where they will be given away at no cost to the recipient.
Grateful Garment Project – The mission of The Grateful Garment Project is to ensure that every victim of a
sexual crime who seeks medical attention and/or law enforcement involvement is provided with whatever new
clothing, toiletries, snacks, and other miscellaneous items that he or she may require. More
information www.gratefulgarment.org
During December 4 – 18 Leggings for Hope, a drive specifically for leggings will be
held. All donations must be NEW. More information www.gratefulgarment.org/
leggings-for-hope
Embrace A Family – Through December 15 - Put a large smile on someone’s
face! Pull a dreidel tag from the dreidel boards in the CBD Mercaz, purchase the item and
return the gift and tag to Jewish Family Services. For online dreidels go to www.jfssv.org.
Pre-Make Stew for Christmas Dinner – Make a very easy oven baked beef stew (Recipe will
be supplied) to be served at HomeFirst Shelter on Christmas Eve. Please make room in your own
freezer to store the pre-made stew. We do not have room in Beth David’s freezer.
If you can do this or have questions, please cbd.tikkun@beth-david.org.

SAVE THE DATE
Mitzvah Day
Sunday, January 26, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Join members of the community and participate in various social action projects for our annual
Mitzvah Day. Whatever your interest, there is some group or someone special that could use a
couple hours of your time.

Mathilde’s Mentionables

Providing Feminine Hygiene Products and Undergarments
for Homeless Girls and Women
CBD Women announce the kickoff of Mathilde’s Mentionables started by the
Women’s League of Conservative Judaism. In the Bay Area, we have over 9,000
homeless people; about 40% are girls and women. Access to feminine products
is costly and limited. CBD Women have partnered with Downtown Streets
Team which provides portable showers and clean clothes and personal items
for homeless people.
We will be collecting new bras, panties and feminine products through the month of January.
Please bring bras, panties and/or feminine products to Beth David or to any CBD Women sponsored
event. Questions and comments contact Sherri Stein 408.832.7219 learningspecialist1@gmail.com.
More info wlcj.org/programs/mathildes-mentionables
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Interested in Jewish Genealogy? Well So Are We!

Come to the CBD Levinson Library and Check Out The Collection
We’ve been collecting books on the subject for years, and with all the new and exciting information coming
out on this topic, we’ve got even more titles on order. You’ll find a wealth of information on our library
shelves to help you get started, or move you along on this journey. We’re always interested in hearing from
you if you have some specific requests in mind.
Here are just some of the Jewish Genealogy books in the CBD Levinson
Library, many authored by the best-known Jewish genealogists in the field:
A Dictionary of Jewish Names and Their History
Kaganoff, Benzion C. – Call Number: 222.11 K
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy Research in Israel
Sack, Sallyann, – Call Number: 798.1 S
Avotaynu Guide to Jewish Genealogy
Sack, Sallyann Amdur – Call Number: 798.1 S
Following the Paper Trail: A Multilingual Translation Guide
Shea, Jonathan D. – Call Number: 798.9 S
From Generation to Generation – How to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy
and Family History
Kurzweil, Arthur – Call Number: 798.1 K
Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy
Mokotoff, Gary – Call Number: 798.1 M
Jewish Roots in Poland – Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories
Weiner, Miriam – Call Number: 798.1 W
Jewish Roots in Ukraine and Moldova – Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories
Weiner, Miriam – Call Number: 798.1 W
My Sixteen: A Self-help Guide to Finding Your Sixteen Great-great Grandparents
Marlin, Robert W., Call Number: 798.1 M
The Unpuzzling your past workbook : essential forms and letters for all genealogists
Croom, Emily Anne – Call Number: 798.1 C

Cocktails
and
Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, January 10
6:30 - 7:30pm
A Friday Night Experience for Young Adults!
Enjoy a cocktail & appetizers before joining
together for the Kabbalat Shabbat service at 7:00pm
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PLEASE NOTE: If you do not want your birthday or anniversary listed in
future publications please email the office at info@beth-david.org

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

Los Gatos-Saratoga Camera Club’s Work On Display at JCC

FREE December 17 - February 14
Complimentary reception on Tuesday, December 17 from 5:00 -7:00pm.
The Addison Penzak JCC Los Gatos (14855 Oka
Rd, Los Gatos) will once again host an exhibit of
photographic prints by members of the Los GatosSaratoga Camera Club in the JCC's 2nd floor art
gallery hall (apjcc.org/communities/arts/
exhibitions).
Congregation Beth David members with prints in
the exhibit include Chris Cassell, Harvey Gold,
Roberta Schwartz, and Rick Tavan. Several other
exhibitors are also well known to our members.
"Antelope Canyon, Arizona - Triptych" by Chris Cassell
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Contributions

Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received
between October 1 - 31 following individuals and families.
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Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108
Congregation Beth David
_____Endowment Fund

_____ Area of Greatest Need

_____ Kiddush Fund

Billing: (Choose One)
______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly
______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________
Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333

President
Executive VP
Administration VP
Education VP
Finance VP
Membership VP
Ritual VP
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Officers

Betty Menkin
Wendy Glasser
Ron Ruebusch
Ruth Bareket
Michael Leitner
Nathan Handelsman
Madelyn Isaacs
Cathy Beyda
Bob Bankirer
Alex Drukarev

president@beth-david.org
executivevp@beth-david.org
adminvp@beth-david.org
educationvp@beth-david.org
financevp@beth-david.org
membershipvp@beth-david.org
ritualvp@beth-david.org
recsecretary@beth-david.org
treasurer@beth-david.org
finsecretary@beth-david.org

General Board
Immed. Past Pres.
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large

Bill Beyda
Elizabeth Batson
Opher Harel
Susan Leitner
Open
Alison Ruebusch
Michael Bierman

Dir. at Large Youth Chair
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair
Dir. at Large Finance Rep
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep
Dir. at Large Program Chair
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep

Sharon Horovitz
Lee Hirsch
Gene Tenberg
Carol Cassell
Barbara Green
Cathy Beyda
Art Singer
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Change service requested

Did you know the D’var is available online?
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.

REMINDER
Congregation Beth David Annual Meeting

Wednesday, December 18, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
in the Beth David Sanctuary
Information on these proposals will be in the mail by
November 26th. You may also reference them online at
www.beth-david.org/2019-annual-meeting.

Information Meeting on Proposed Bylaws
Amendments

Tuesday, December 10, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Learn more about the Bylaws amendments that will be presented
for at the Congregational Meeting. This is an informational
meeting to find out more about the proposal and get questions
answered.

See page 5 for details
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