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Main Office
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Barbara Biran
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Rabbi Stacy Petersohn
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408-366-9116
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408-366-9110
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Lynn Crocker
Mkt & Comm Associate
408-366-9102
crocker@beth-david.org
Religious School
rsadmin@beth-david.org

Mazel Tov to all of our 2019
high school graduates!
Wishing you all the best as you embark
on the next chapter of your lives!

Anat Baird
Danielle Baird
Noa Harel
Danielle Horovitz
Morayah Horovitz
Talia Klein
Adam Kovar
Gabrielle Labovitz
Adam Parmett
Isaac Passett
Lia Pickholtz
Sam Preil

Carly Sussman
Kirby Tardos
Molly Vanish
Marc Weiner
Mariel Weiner
Samantha Yanovsky

We apologize in advance if your child's name was
inadvertently left off this list.
Please contact Ruth Bareket, at
educationVP@Beth-David.org
to notify her of any corrections.
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FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
Last year on Yom Kippur, I spoke about ethical wills. According to celebrationsoflife.net, an ethical will, or
in Hebrew, a tz’a-va’ah is “a way to share your values, blessings, life’s lessons, hopes and dreams for the
future, love, and forgiveness with your family, friends, and community. An ethical will is not a legal
document; it does not distribute your material wealth. It is a heartfelt expression of what truly matters most in
your life.”
An ethical will reflects the voice of the heart and the wisdom that comes from experience.
References to this tradition go all the way back to Genesis and are found throughout
Jewish history. It can take any form – a letter, a poem, a simple note, or perhaps a video. It
is written from parent to child, from one spouse, partner, relative, or friend to another, and
sometimes from a child to a parent or sibling. One need not wait until the end of life to
share it with loved ones.
As we prepare for the upcoming High Holy Days, we have an opportunity to contemplate
life’s big questions, including: what values are most important to you? Why? How do you
make those values manifest in your life? What experiences have you learned the most
from? What life lessons do you hold dear? How do they influence your daily life? Who are the people closest
to you? How have they made an impact on you? Do they know your answers to the other questions?
By asking and striving to answer these types of questions, we gain clarity around how we are living our lives,
and what changes we might want to make in order to live our values fully. The beauty of an ethical will is that
it reminds us how we ought to live.
This year, we will be offering an ethical will writing workshop as our Selichot program. On Saturday night,
September 21, please join Jeffrey and Susan Englander and me for a chance to learn more about ethical wills
and to begin crafting your own. In preparation for Selichot and for the High Holy Days, I encourage you to
think about life’s big questions throughout the month of Elul, which begins on September 1.
On Selichot night, feel free to bring a laptop or tablet if you are most comfortable typing, a journal if you are
most comfortable writing, or a smartphone if you would prefer to video your ethical will. We will provide
paper and pens, as well as snacks throughout the evening.
The evening will be as follows:
8:00 - Havdalah
8:15-9:45 – Workshop
9:45 – Selichot Service
The service will be a little earlier this year. We hope this will enable more people to participate.
I wish you a meaningful month of Elul, and I look forward to seeing you on Selichot night, if not sooner.
L’Shana Tova,
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert

Please share our joy as our son, Daniel
is called to the Torah as a
Bar Mitzvah on
Saturday, September 14, 2019
We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch
following the service.
Anna and Mikhail Slutsky
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Is CBD a place for me? YES!!!
Hi everyone! We want to let you know about some great things that are happening within Membership at
Beth David and also with our greater membership community outreach.
First of all, our membership community is up and running. Why are we calling it 'membership community'
instead of just 'membership'? Because Beth David is made up of members and it is our members that make
up our community! We would love for more of you to get involved as
it's our Beth David members that make our congregation so special.
The second thing we would like to address is an outreach group that
we've had for many years called Chevrat Chesed. Chevrat Chesed,
now to be known as "Caring Community," is made up of Beth David
members who work together to provide short term assistance to
(other) members of our community who are ill, have suffered a loss,
are welcoming a new baby or are in need of support and have reached
out. This assistance can include providing meals, visiting the person
at home or at the hospital, running errands, or providing
transportation to services / medical appointments. More information
can be found on the Beth David website www.beth-david.org/wecare.
As Summer is slowly coming to an end (say it isn't so!!), we would
like to tell you about our programs during the High Holy Days and
our Religious school.
The High Holy Days are a period of reflection and direction. We think about who we have been and how we
would like to be in the coming year. In previous years, Beth David has offered several programs so that our
community can experience different ways to pray and reflect. There are also experiences for children and
adults alike such as the Honey Hut, the Shofar Shack, an Apple Fest, and a Break-the-Fast meal (requires a
reservation as space is limited). We hope you consider joining in these activities.
Religious school begins on Sunday, September 15th. There are Jewish Youth Education Programs for
children as young as age 4 all the way up to age 17. This year, we have a new interim religious school
principal, Rabbi Stacy Petersohn, joining the Beth David staff. Registration is open now. More information
can be found on the Beth David website.
That's about all for now from the Membership Community. We hope you'll consider getting involved. We'd
love to hear your ideas. Please look for members wearing "We Care" stickers on their badges at services or
you can reach out to membershipvp@beth-david.org.
Respectfully,
Membership Community

Membership Community Meeting - Join Us!
Help shape the future of our synagogue.
Thursday, September 12, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
All are welcome to attend our next Membership Community meeting.
Bring your ideas and energy.
Email Nathan at membershipvp@beth-david.org
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Presidents’ perspective
This month's President's Column is really the Executive Vice President’s and Immediate Past President’s
Column. Thank you Betty for sharing your space with us.
Thank you for being a part of the Congregation Beth David community. I am writing you today to ask for your
help supporting your community this year with a donation to the annual campaign.
As you may, know our Monthly Sustaining Contribution has traditionally only been expected to cover 80% of
the annual budget. The other 20% has always been reached by generous contributions by members of the
community like you. We are reaching out to you in the attempt to get 100% of our membership to make a
donation to the Annual campaign.
Over the last few years the income of the Synagogue has gone down but we have been able to manage because
we have had personnel reductions: Rabbi Alexander did not renew her contract and our long-time Director of
Operations left and was not replaced with a new individual. Barbara Biran is now doing dual duty as Director
of Operations and Ritual and this year we have an interim part time religious school principal. Even as staff
has gone down our other expenses have gone up. Our no frills budget this year is $1.4 Million. We now have
security guards on our front doors on Shabbat, holidays, events and during religious school. Our beautiful new
building requires on-going maintenance to keep it beautiful. After spending so much to build it, we can’t let it
run down as we did with our previous building. Utility and insurance expenses have risen too. Over the last 10
years our income has gone down from $1.66 million to the current $1.4 million. For Beth David to provide
quality programs and services to you, our community, we must raise our income. So please help us achieve
this 100% goal.
Why should you donate? Beth David is part of your life. It provides you a space for Jewish Education, Israel
Education, Worship, and opportunities to build extended families and friends. We support you through life
cycle events: Births, B’nei Mitzvot, Marriages, and Deaths. These opportunities and support are here for you
whether you come every Shabbat or only the High Holy Days and/or an occasional minyan. Your synagogue
is here for you and we are asking you to help Beth David be vibrant and grow.
Thank you again for being a part of this wonderful community. We look forward to seeing you at Beth David
and out and about.
Bill Beyda. Immediate Past President
Wendy J Glasser, Executive, VP
Betty Menkin, President

Movie with Meet & Greet
Sunday, September 8
2:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Come to our meet and
greet to reconnect with
CBD friends and
families, enjoy a kidfriendly movie with
popcorn and snacks, and
get to know our new
principal, Rabbi Stacy
Petersohn. There is no
charge for this event!

Threads of Tradition
Sunday, September 8
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Threads of Tradition
is a group of women
who sew Tachrichim
(Jewish burial
garments). Basic
sewing skills are
appreciated, but not necessary for
participation.
Email cbd.sewwhat@beth-david.org for more
information. Donations to purchase material
and other supplies are also welcome.
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Come to a screening of
one of the most popular Israeli
TV shows with English
subtitles
Thursday, September 19
7:30 pm
at Congregation Beth David
RSVP by 9/15
Cost: $5/person
Includes refreshments & popcorn
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office at 408-257-3333
We will be screening two episodes of the acclaimed Israeli TV show, “Shtisel,” a
charming, with touches of humor, family saga about an ultra-Orthodox family in a
Haredi neighborhood in Jerusalem. The realistic details in the episodes give us
insights into contemporary Israeli life, while humanizing the Haredi characters. The
show's universal themes of family conflict, ethics, and romance make it appealing to
a global audience.
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Enduring symbols of heart, integrity and compassion
If you have never had your own lulav and etrog
set for Sukkot, maybe now is the time!
We Offer:
• Standard: $40.00
• Deluxe: $55.00
The difference in cost per set is due to the size
of the etrog and pitom.
Pre-payment required by September 13
Log into your chaverweb account or call the
office for assistance 408-257-3333.

www.beth-david.org/lulav
Shabbaton at CBD with the USCJ Board of Directors
September 6-7
All CBD congregants are invited to join the USCJ Board
of Directors for our Shabbaton at CBD. Jerry Bloom,
Margie Pomerantz and Rick Tavan are all on the USCJ
Board of Directors and are thrilled to be hosting this
event.
Friday, September 6
• 6:30pm Shabbat Services
• 7:30pm Shabbat Dinner RSVP by September 1
online www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office
at 408-257-3333. Cost $20 per person. Meal options are: Beef Brisket, Chicken Jerusalem, or
Spaghetti Squash with Marinara Sauce (vegan). Gluten free available on request
• 8:15pm Presentation by Ned Gladstein, USCJ President and Leslie Lichter, USCJ Interim CEO
• 9:00pm Very fun and lively Tisch led by Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
Saturday, September 7
• 9:30am Shabbat Services
• 12:00pm Kiddush Lunch
• 1:00pm Mincha, led by Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
• 1:30pm Presentation by Eric Benhamou, Silicon Valley entrepreneur – Lessons and insights about
nurturing global innovation – delivering results and impacts.
If you have questions, please contact Rick at rick@tavan.com or Margie at mpom711@gmail.com.

7

8

9

Young adults ages, 18-25ish, are a significant part of our Beth David community. While college often takes our students
far from home, they remain important members of our community. Perhaps more than at any other point in their
lives, the college years are a time when people search for meaning and make critical decisions which impact the rest of
their lives. Congregation Beth David believes we have a responsibility to help our students stay connected to the
Jewish community, support their continued Jewish identity development, and remind them that we care about them
no matter where they live.
CBD Women’s Holiday Connect Program helps our young adults stay connected to Beth David and provides them with
opportunities to continue their Jewish journeys during this critical period in their lives. By sending Holiday Connect
packages during three holidays we show our young adults that we’re thinking of them.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lori Passett or Bonnie Slavitt, Holiday Connect co-chairs at
CBD.Holidayconnect@beth-david.org. See order form on facing page to sign up.

Selichot
Shabbaton with USCJ

Friday, September 6
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
All CBD congregants are invited to join the USCJ Board
of Directors for our Shabbaton at CBD. Dinner follows.
See page 7

Cocktails & Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday September 13
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
A Friday night experience for young adults
and those young at heart! Enjoy a cocktail
& nosh before joining together for the
Kabbalat Shabbat service at 7:00pm

Shabbat @ Home

Friday September 20
No Services at Beth David. We encourage you to create
your own Shabbat at home experience. Take a break
from ordinary life, and focus on family, community, and
spiritual growth.

Neshama L’Shabbat: Taught by Rabbi Alpert
Friday September 27
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Through strength-training and various forms of prayer,
we reconnect our physical and spiritual selves. Sessions
incorporate themes
and music from
Shabbat into the
experience. Open
to all regardless of
age, gender, or
religious
background. Please
wear work out
clothes and
sneakers, bring a bottle of water, and although this is not
Yoga, feel free to bring your own mat.

Saturday, September 21
Ethical Will Writing Workshop

An ethical will, or in Hebrew, a tz’a-va’ah is “a way
to share your values, blessings, life’s lessons, hopes
and dreams for the future, love, and forgiveness
with your family, friends, and community.
An ethical will is not a legal document; it does not
distribute your material wealth. It is a heartfelt
expression of what truly matters most in your life.
Please join Jeffrey and Susan Englander and Rabbi
Alpert for a chance to learn more about ethical wills
and to begin crafting your own. Feel free to bring a
laptop or tablet if you are most comfortable typing,
a journal if you are most comfortable writing, or a
smartphone if you would prefer to video your
ethical will. We will provide paper and pens, as well
as snacks throughout the evening.

Evening Schedule

· 8:00 Havdalah
· 8:15 Ethical Will Writing Workshop
· 9:45 Selichot Service
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If you’ve heard of TED talks, well, these are ELI talks! ELI stands for Religious
Engagement, Jewish Literacy and Jewish Identity. ELI Talks works with
organizations and individuals to cultivate, to raise up, and to transmit inspired
Jewish ideas.
Through ELI’s digital media and conversations on and offline, ELI curates a
canon of new Jewish thought. This living Gemara, deeply rooted in text and
tradition, serves to mirror, to energize, and to enrich the entire spectrum of Jewish
observance, while acting as a beacon of discourse and civility in today’s world.
Check them out www.elitalks.org. $5.00 per person.
Please RSVP online by 9/5 at www.beth-david.org/rsvp
or call the office at 408-257-3333.

Features
Dara Horn
The Eicha problem
(self-blame): what
Jews really believe
about injustice (i.e.
look to Job, instead
of Lamentations)

Rabbi Mark Borovitz
Learning from the
Repentant: (T'shuvah)
Turning Harm into
salvation (Jews
recovering from addiction
and/or incarceration)

Bradley
Caro Cook Knowing
'The Way,' In
Appreciation of
Halacha (i.e. Shulchan
Orech)

Rachel
Rubenstein Tznius
(modesty): The CoverUp: How do we
unlearn assumptions
and distortions about
sexuality
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Presented by Dr. Yonatan Stelzer
Department of Cellular Biology Weizmann Institute of Science
Dr. Stelzer explores the biological mechanisms of how environmental influences like famine, diet, aging and other stress
factors could all potentially impact the human genome, and
how despite genetics and DNA we can influence the turning
on and off of cells influencing disease and renewal.
$5.00 per person. Brunch will be served!
RSVP by 9/19 online www.beth-david.org/rsvp
or call the office at 408-257-3333.

About Dr. Yonatan Stelzer
Dr. Stelzer has always been intrigued by the possibility of
using embryonic stem cells to study human genetics and
disease. He is an expert in the field of epigenetics—the
study of biological mechanisms that modify our inheritable
gene activity to switch them on and off. His research on cell
fate and development has led to important discoveries in this
field, including how certain actions and behaviors can alter
the expression of our genes, silencing the harmful ones and
amplifying the beneficial ones. He is also exploring how
environmental influences like famine, diet, aging and other
stress factors could all potentially impact the human
genome. Dr. Stelzer earned his BSc, MSc and PhD in less
than seven years from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
He then became a postdoctoral fellow at MIT, working in
the laboratory of stem cell pioneer Prof. Rudolf Jaeinisch. In
2017, he joined the Weizmann Institute’s Department of
Molecular Cell Biology. Dr. Stelzer has long been active in
his local community, volunteering with high-risk Israeli
youth and critically ill Palestinian children.
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September
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
1st of Elul
Rosh Chodesh Elul
9:30am Minyan
10:15am Siyum – Menachot

2
2nd of Elul
Labor Day

3
3rd of Elul
11:00am Chess Club Kick off
Meeting

4

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan

9
9th of Elul
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
5:00pm 2019/20 Madrichim
Orientation
7:00pm Minyan

10

11

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan

15
15th of Elul
16
16th of Elul
9:30am Minyan
10:00am Intermediate
9:30am High School Program
Hebrew
9:30am Sunday School
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
1:00pm Men’s Club Picnic,
1:00pm Adult Ed Committee
Wine Tasting & Music
Meeting
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
7:00pm E-Board Meeting
7:00pm Minyan

17

18

22
22nd of Elul
9:00am Men’s Club Mtg
9:30am Minyan
9:30am High School Program
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Epigenetics in
Development and Disease
11:00am Torah Fund Brunch
(offsite)
11:00am Climate Fair at the
JCC

23
23rd of Elul
10:00am Intermediate
Hebrew
11:45am Walking Through
the Prayerbook
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)

24

7:00pm Minyan

7:00pm Minyan

29
29th of Elul
Erev Rosh Hashana
9:30am Minyan

30
1st of Tishrei
Rosh Hashana I
8:30am Kehillah K’tanah
Services
8:30am Kehillah Gadolah
Services
9:30am Netivot Hateshuvah:
Focus Forward
9:30am Young Adult Brunch
10:00am Youth Services
4th-7th
11:05am Shofar Shack
11:05am Haverim Service
JrK-3rd
11:05am Honey Hut
12:00pm Game Room
12:00pm Netivot
Hateshuvah: Prayer and
Breathing
12:00pm Teen Program
12:15pm Tot & Young Family
Service
4:00pm Tashlikh! (Offsite)
7:42pm Candle lighting

OCTOBER

8
8th of Elul
9:30am Minyan
10:00am Threads of Tradition
10:30am ELI Talks – Videos –
Discussion and Brunch
2:30pm Movie with Meet &
Greet with Rabbi
Petersohn

6:00pm Haverim Services
JrK - 3rd
6:00pm Kehillah Gadolah
6:00pm Youth Services
4th-7th
6:35pm Candle lighting
8:00pm Kehillah Gadolah

Office Closed

10th of Elul

17th of Elul

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Facility Committee
Meeting
24th of Elul

4th of Elul

11th of Elul

18th of Elul

4:00pm Wednesday Religious
School
7:00pm Minyan
25

25th of Elul

4:00pm Wednesday Religious
School

1
2nd of Tishrei
Rosh Hashana II
8:30am Kehillah Gadolah
9:15am Netivot Hateshuvah:
Text-based Study Session
10:30am Game Room
11:00am Apple Fest/Tot
Service
11:00am Conversational
Musaf
7:40pm Havdalah

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Board Meeting

SAVE THE DATE

Friday, October 18
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Shabba-tot
Friday, October 18
5:30 - 6:00 p.m.
.
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Thursday

Friday

5

6
6th of Elul
10:00am Talmud Study

5th of Elul

7
7th of Elul
Parashat Shoftim
9:30am Parashah Yoga with
Shabbaton with USCJ
Rabbi Laurie Matzkih
Candle lighting
9:30am Services
Shabbat Dinner with 12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Mincha, led by Rabbi
Presentation by USCJ
Jaymee Alpert
Tisch led by Rabbi
1:30pm Lessons and Insights

7:00pm Minyan

6:30pm
7:10pm
7:30pm
USCJ
8:15pm
9:00pm

12
12th of Elul
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch

13
13th of Elul
10:00am Talmud Study

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Finance Committee
Meeting
7:30pm Membership
Committee

6:30pm Cocktails & Kabbalat
Shabbat
7:00pm Candle lighting

19

19th of Elul

7:00pm Minyan
7:30pm Israeli Movie Night:
“Shtisel”
26

26th of Elul

7:00pm Minyan
7:00pm Dames who Dine

Saturday

20
20th of Elul
10:00am Talmud Study

14
14th of Elul
Parashat Ki Teitzei
9:30am Services/Bar Mitzvah
Daniel Sloutsky
11:00am Tot Shabbat
12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Book Discussion
Group
21
21st of Elul
Leil Selichot
Parashat Ki Tavo
9:30am Services
12:00pm Kiddush
12:45pm Mishna Class

6:30pm Shabbat @ Home
(Offsite)
6:49pm Candle lighting

8:00pm Havdallah
8:15pm Selichot Program
9:45pm Selichot Services

27
27th of Elul
10:00am Talmud Study

28
28th of Elul
Parashat Nitzavim
9:30am Services
10:00am Youth Congregation
12:00pm Kiddush

6:30pm Neshama L’Shabbat
6:38pm Candle lighting

Friday,
September 6 @
6:30pm
Shabbaton at CBD with
the USCJ Board of
Directors

See page 7

Sunday,
September 8 @
10:00am
Eli Talks - Adult Ed
presentation

See page 12

Sunday,
September 8 @
2:30pm
Movie Meet and Greet
with Rabbi Petersohn

See page 5

Saturday,
September 21 @
8:15pm
Selichot Program: Writing
and Ethical Will

See page 10

Sunday,
September 22 @
10:15am
Epigenetics in
Development and Disease

See page 13
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From Rabbi Stacy Petersohn,
Interim Religious School Principal
Shalom Congregation Beth David!
For those of you that I haven’t had the chance to meet yet, I am Rabbi Stacy Petersohn, the new interim
principal for the religious school. I wanted to take this chance to let you know a bit more about me and my
Jewish journey. I grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area, attending a synagogue in Fremont from the time I
was in the 3rd grade.
While I found my home in the Reform Movement, I developed Jewish connections well outside its boundaries.
After college, I took a gap year to go to Israel and study at Pardes Institute for Jewish Studies, a pluralistic
yeshiva in the heart of Jerusalem’s industrial district. During Rabbinic school, I became a fellow of Rabbis
Without Borders and of the iCenter for Israel Education, two programs that bring Jewish professionals from
across the denominational spectrum together on important issues and educational needs of the whole Jewish
community. And for the last two years since my ordination, I have served as a solo rabbi at a ReformConservative combined congregation in Greensburg, PA.
I am so excited to learn with all of you this year, and for everything we are working on for the religious school.
We are going to be trying a few new things this year, including incorporating more chances for parents and
children to learn together in family education and a new teacher-student co-created class called “It is not in
Heaven” for teens on Wednesday evenings, while keeping the very best that CBD’s religious school has had to
offer in the past.
As summer is winding down, now is the great time to make sure your children are registered for religious
school. And it couldn’t be easier to register, just follow the links on the main page of CBD’s website. Please take
a few moments to register your children so we can provide them with quality education that they deserve. If you
have any questions, or just want to reach out, feel free to email me at petersohn@beth-david.org or call me at
408-257-3333

Religious School Parents
Mark Your Calendars for These Important Dates
September
9/8

Sunday

9/9
9/15

Monday
Sunday

9/18

Wednesday

9/22
9/25
9/28
9/30

Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Monday

2:30 - 5:00pm Meet & Greet the new Principal
and enjoy a movie with popcorn
5:00-6:00pm Madrichim Orientation (for teens)
9:30am-12:30pm First Day of Sunday Religious
School for JK-7th graders
4:00-6:15pm First Day of Wednesday Religious
School for 3rd-7th grade
9:30am-12:30pm Religious School for JK -7th
4:00-6:15pm Religious School for 3rd-7th grade
10:00-11:30am Youth Congregation for 4th-7th graders
1st Day of Rosh Hashanah programs by age/grade

October
10/1
10/6

Tuesday
Sunday

2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah
9:30am - 12:30pm Religious School for JK-7th grade with parents features a Family
Holiday program
10/8 Tuesday
6:00pm Erev Yom Kippur - youth services by grade
10/9 Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm Yom Kippur youth programming by age/grade
10/12 Saturday
10:30-11:30am Youth Congregation for 4th-7th graders
10/13 Sunday
9:30am-12:30pm Religious School for JK-7th and Erev Sukkot
10/16 Wednesday 4:00-6:15pm Religious School for 3rd-7th graders
10/16 Wednesday 6:15-7:45pm First Day of Teen Program. Topic will be “It is not in Heaven”
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What is the Mitzvah of Tikkun Olam?
Mitzvah can be translated as Commandment. It can also be translated as
connection, from the Aramaic root, tzavta, to connect or join. Mitzvot have the
potential to connect us with God, with other people and with the best within
ourselves. Mitzvot are the ways in which we clothe our values in behavior, the
performance of good deeds, gimilut hasadim and tzedakah. Tikkun Olam is all
about performing such deeds as a way of repairing the world.

About Beth David’s Tikkun Olam Team

Beth David’s Tikkun Olam Team meets regularly to make sure our community engages
in this important Jewish value. During our meetings we plan and calendar our own
tikkun events or make sure we engage in community Tikkun events. If you’re
interested in joining the team please email cbd.tikkun@beth-david.org.

Current Projects

Safe Park – www.beth-david.org/safe-park
Supporting the homeless in our community.

Current Collections

Project Isaiah – www.beth-david.org/project-isaiah

High Holy Days community-wide food drive that provides nutritious, non-perishable food for those in need. Collection bags
will be handed out on Erev Rosh Hashanah.

Grateful Garment Project – www.gratefulgarment.org

The mission of The Grateful Garment Project is to ensure that every victim of a sexual crime who seeks medical attention
and/or law enforcement involvement is provided with whatever new clothing, toiletries, snacks, and other miscellaneous
items that he or she may require. Go to their website for a list of needed items. During November and December they
are hosting a drive specifically for leggings. Go to www.gratefulgarment.org/leggings-for-hope.
All donations must be NEW and per California law must have their original tags attached. These will be placed in clean
rooms in hospitals for victims who must surrender their clothing as part of DNA evidence collection

EVENTS

Unity Sukkot BBQ – Sunday, October 20, 12:00 – 2:30 See flyer on page 18

Understanding Muslim Neighbors is an intensive, in-depth seminar for the Jewish community to build bridges
of understanding and respect with Muslims. This seminar navigates through a maze of conflicting information
and stereotypes to equip Jews with the knowledge and tools to better understand and collaborate with Muslims
in tikkun olam.
Part 1—Understanding Muslims
November 17, 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave
Topics include: Muslim Beliefs about God, Torah and Jews, Muslim Sensitivities Every Jew Should Know;
Understanding the Qur’an and Hadith; Islamic Law and States; Muhammad’s Relationship with Jews; Parallels between
Islamic and Jewish Spirituality.

Part II Responding to Muslims

December 8, 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Congregation Shir Hadash, 20 Cherry Blossom Ln
Topics include: Responding to Muslims, Covenant and “Chosenness” in Islam, Navigating Sacred Vocabulary, Studying
Sacred Texts with Muslims, Abraham and Isaac, Cain and
Abel in the Qur’an, Jihad, Israel, Palestine, and the
About the Instructor
Holocaust.
Prof. Rabbi Reuven Firestone is the

Sign Up Required

Sign up before 11/11 $50.00
Sign up after 11/11 $60.00
Includes notebook, lunch, and refreshments.
Register online www.umn2019.eventbrite.com

Regenstein Professor in Medieval
Judaism and Islam at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion and
Affiliate Professor of Religion at the
University of Southern California.
Professor Rabbi Reuven Firestone has written over a
hundred scholarly articles and eight books, including An
Introduction to Islam for Jews and An Introduction to
Judaism for Muslims.
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Welcome everyone to the Robert E. Levinson Library

The Jewish Book Discussion Group has selected several
books to read and discuss during the coming year. Look for
these books and others located on top of the cabinet against
the far wall in the Library/Beit Midrash next to the
“FICTION” sign. Come in and browse all the Discussion
Group selections and more at any time—our library is
ALWAYS open!
All CBD members are invited to check out books, but please
limit those in the Discussion Group section to one at a time
and return it within three weeks. Wishing you great reading,
and we invite you to join us on the listed dates!
“The English Teacher” A novel by Yiftach Reicher Atir in
LARGE TYPE! This suspense thriller starts when a former
Mossad spy empties her bank account and mysteriously disappears, taking her dangerous secrets with her. Her
former boss is sent to track her down in a high-risk, high-stakes investigation. (March 14, 2020)
“Forest Dark” Novel by celebrated author, Nicole Krauss. “Every page vibrates with the tension of something
unsolvable insisting to be solved.” ---San Francisco Chronicle. Hint: Plot involves planning a reunion for
descendants of King David…maybe? (June 13, 2020)
“Eternal Life” A gripping, hilarious, and moving story by Dara Horn about Rachel, a woman who has
managed to live for over 2000 years! Husbands, countries and hundreds of children since Roman-occupied
Jerusalem. But the 21st Century has some of its own surprises in this delightfully crazy story. (Feb 8, 2020)
“The Last Watchman of Old Cairo” Old Cairo and new Cairo mix in this story about a half- Jewish
California guy out to discover his Muslim family’s past as generations of watchmen at the Ibn Ezra Synagogue
in Old Cairo. Great tale by Michael David Lukas, author of ‘The Oracle of Stamboul.’ (Jan 11, 2020)
“The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman and the Destruction of Hitler’s Germany, 1941-1945” You guessed
it, this deeply researched non-fiction by Michael Beschloss concentrates on FDR and Truman’s determination
to change Germany into a democratic and peaceful nation that it would never threaten the world again. All the
‘players’ are here, including leading roles by Henry Morgenthau, Jr. , Stalin and Churchill. (July 11, 2020)

Interested in Playing Chess?
We are forming a club,
come to the first meeting!
Tuesday, September 3, 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Calling all chess players! We will be having an open
chess club on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month, beginning with a planning session on
September 3, at 11am. Come one, come all.
Contact Paul Freudenthal for details.

Jewish Book Discussion Group
Saturday September 14
After lunch approx 12:45pm

Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
Led by Elizabeth Batson

Set in London of the 1660s
and of the early twenty-first
century, The Weight of
Ink is the interwoven tale of
two women of remarkable
intellect: Ester Velasquez,
an emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted to
scribe for a blind rabbi, just
before the plague hits the
city; and Helen Watt, an
ailing historian with a love
of Jewish history.
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Parashah Yoga

with Rabbi Laurie Matzkin
Saturday September 7
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Who Lunch

Thursday, September 12
11:00am - 1:00pm

Dames Who Dine

Thursday, September 26
7:00 - 9:00pm

These are casual opportunities for women of
all ages to get together and socialize.
Email cbd.women@beth-david.org
for locations

Annual Business Meeting
and Brunch

Parashah Yoga
provides a
refreshing mix of
Jewish learning
(with themes
flowing from the
weekly parsha,
upcoming holidays
and beyond) with
guided meditation,
breath work and
asana practice. Suitable for all levels.

November 3
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Join CBD Women for our
Annual Business Meeting and
light brunch. We will
schmooze, update you on
recent activities, and discuss
future plans. Bagels, fruit and other treats will be
served. Please bring your ideas and friends.
Without you, we are one woman short!
Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly, online
at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office at
408-257-3333.

Torah Fund Brunch
September 22, 11:00 a.m.
At Private Residence
Please join CBD Women at Wendy Glasser’s home for a
Torah Fund brunch. This years
Torah Fund Theme is Chesed,
Loving Kindness.
This is so appropriate for the
times we live in and such an
important element of Judaism.
We will eat, schmooze and learn
about the educational programs at the Conservative
Seminaries: Jewish Theological Seminary in New York
and Zeigler Institute in Los Angeles as well as the
Seminaries in Argentina, Jerusalem and Germany and
the way in which Women’s League for Conservative
Judaism and Torah Fund support them. Please RSVP by
September 10th online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or
call the office at 408-257-3333.

September
Picnic Lunch with Music at Cooper Garrod
Sunday, 9/15
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Join us for an afternoon of music featuring the
band Blues House. Wine Tasting is $15 with
coupon and picnic lunch. Adults only please.
RSVP to cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org by 9/10.
Monthly Meeting
Sunday, 9/22
9:00 = 10:00 a.m.
Join us for coffee, bagels and camaraderie. We
will discuss events and service projects.

October
Dinner and Pool with Shir Hadash
Sunday, 10/6
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Dinner at Dish Dash followed by pool beginning
7:30 at Lucky Shot Billiards. Please RSVP to
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org.
Supper and Spirits in the Sukkah Potluck
Sunday, 10/20
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Men’s Club will supply some main courses and a
few bottles of spirits. Please bring a pareve/dairy
dish or dessert (labelled) and a bottle of your
favorite Scotch, Bourbon, Irish Whiskey or
Wine. Be sure to review the Kashrut policy for
pot lucks at www.beth-david.org/event-planning/
kashrut-policy. Candle lighting 6:05. Adults over
21 and please RSVP for a head count online at
www.beth-david.orgrsvp or call the office at 408257-3333.
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A fun day of tournament Mah Jongg at Beth David with prizes
and lunch! Tournament play is 12 games, 4 games per hour, and
players rotate tables every hour.
All players are welcome so please bring your friends!
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp
or call the office at 408-257-3333.
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September Birthdays

September Anniversaries
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Contributions

Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received
between July 1 –31 following individuals and families.
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Contributions (continued)
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Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108
Congregation Beth David
_____Endowment Fund

_____ Area of Greatest Need

_____ Kiddush Fund

Billing: (Choose One)
______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly
______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________
Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333

President
Executive VP
Administration VP
Education VP
Finance VP
Membership VP
Ritual VP
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Officers

Betty Menkin
Wendy Glasser
Ron Ruebusch
Ruth Bareket
Michael Leitner
Nathan Handelsman
Madelyn Isaacs
Cathy Beyda
Bob Bankirer
Alex Drukarev

president@beth-david.org
executivevp@beth-david.org
adminvp@beth-david.org
educationvp@beth-david.org
financevp@beth-david.org
membershipvp@beth-david.org
ritualvp@beth-david.org
recsecretary@beth-david.org
treasurer@beth-david.org
finsecretary@beth-david.org

General Board
Immed. Past Pres.
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large

Bill Beyda
Elizabeth Batson
Opher Harel
Susan Leitner
Open
Alison Ruebusch
Michael Bierman

Dir. at Large Youth Chair
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair
Dir. at Large Finance Rep
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep
Dir. at Large Program Chair
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep

Sharon Horovitz
Lee Hirsch
Gene Tenberg
Carol Cassell
Barbara Green
Cathy Beyda
Art Singer
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Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Road
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352
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Did you know the D’var is available online?
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.

28

