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FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
Hanukkah is just around the corner, and at this time of the year, we are probably thinking about the gifts still left to buy, the
latkes we will get to fry, and the candles we will light.
Hanukkah is also called Chag HaUrim – the Festival of Lights. We celebrate the miracle of the oil the Maccabees found
lasting for eight days when it should have lasted for only one. The oil was a sign of hope for the Maccabees and for the
Jewish community at the time, just as light is a symbol of hope for us. It is no accident that the
Chag HaUrim falls around the darkest time of the year, close to the winter solstice. We
physically light up the darkness of long nights as we kindle the Hanukkah candles, and the
holiday also gives us opportunities to light up the darkness in spiritual ways.
Just as the Maccabees rededicated the Temple to make it fit for Jewish use again, Hanukkah
offers us a chance to dedicate and to rededicate ourselves to important causes – to bring light into
the world through our actions. Hanukkah inspires us to perform acts of gemilut hasadim, loving
kindness and tikkun olam, fixing the world. These acts can be big or small, they can start here at
Beth David, or they can be focused farther away.
This year, there is so much darkness in the parts of California that have been ravaged by fire and
in Pittsburgh, where the Jewish community is still grieving the horrible and senseless loss of life.
Hanukkah gives us a chance to do for others, and in so doing, to bring a bit of brightness and light
into someone else’s life. I encourage you to dedicate a night or two of Hanukkah to helping someone in need. Please
consider donating to one of these two tzedakah organizations or to the charity of your choice:
https://www.ujafedny.org/pittsburg/ or https://www.jewishfoundationla.org/wildfire-relief-efforts
Below you will find a “Kislev is for Kindness” calendar. Although the month of Kislev is well under way, it is not too late
to engage in these acts of gemilut hasadim that will make our world gentler and brighter.
May this Hanukkah inspire us to dedicate ourselves to lighting up the darkness.
Wishing you a Happy Hanukkah and a Chag Urim Sameach,

Rabbi Jaymee M. Alpert
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Do You Have Any
Edith Kallman Artwork?
Nathan and Edith Kallman’s daughter
Melanie Carlston is asking anyone who has
photos of her parents or family, or any of her
mother’s paintings to please contact her via
the CBD office at info@beth-david.org.
Melanie lost her home and all of her
belongings in the Santa Rosa fire last year.

STAFF CHANGES AT CBD
After 12 years of dedicated service, Tanya
Lorien submitted her resignation at the end
of October. She will be taking a few weeks
off to “recharge her batteries” and start her
new position at the beginning of December.
Although she departed on November 9th, she
has been most gracious in answering phone
calls and coming back in to help us several
days as we sort through the transition. We
wish her all the best in her new position and
want to thank her for her many years of
dedicated service.
Barbara Biran has been named Interim
Director of Operations, effective November
12th. She will assume these duties in
addition to her responsibilities as Ritual
Director. Barbara will also be able to count
on increased support from various members
of the Board as we look to consolidate and
streamline tasks. We ask for your patience
and understanding as we work through this
transition. Thank you Barbara for stepping
up and helping us with this.

Are you Feeling a Desire to Connect with
Others? Join a Havurah!
Has your busy lifestyle
prevented you from socializing
with other people with whom
to share lots of things in
common? Are you looking for
an extended network of friends
to spend time with on Shabbat
and holidays? Would you
welcome the chance to get together with individuals,
couples, and people with kids the same age as yours?

We are currently forming ḥavurot for individuals,
families with young children, newly married couples,
couples with grown children, seniors, and more. Let
us know what you are interested in. Email Wendy at
askenas@beth-david.org or download an interest
form at www.beth-david.org/havurah.

Are you already a part of a thriving
Havurah that is like your second family?
We want to hear from you, too and hopefully learn
the secrets of what you’ve done over the years to
strengthen your ties. Please email Wendy at
askenas@beth-david.org

Join the CBD Band!

Several CBD members are getting together and
forming a band. The music to be played is still to be
determined and will depend on the preferences of the
band members. If you are interested in joining the
band, or just checking out a jam session or two, please
contact Jeff Warwick at jeff.warwick@gmail.com.
Schedule TBD.
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President’s perspective
By Bill Beyda
At the end of October, only a couple of weeks before I sit down to write this, all of us were sickened by the news
about the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. The pain of this event will not be easily forgotten by any of us. It’s
our worst nightmare. It’s beyond belief. And yet it happened. We gathered as a community, in concert with our
interfaith partners and other synagogues, to mourn those we had lost, and to stand up for what we believe in. People
of other faiths sent us well-wishes, and offered help. Many came for Shabbat services the following weekend to
stand beside us. It was truly remarkable.
I heard from a lot of you in the minutes, hours, and days that followed. Most of you wanted
more security. Lots of it. Some of you cautioned me not to overreact. After all, we had been
relatively safe in this corner of Saratoga for decades. After rapid consultation with some board
members and Rabbi Alpert, I decided to put a guard at the door for Shabbat services and
religious school at least until the discussion could be continued at our annual meeting on
December 9th. The congregation will have input then into our future plans, but for now this
seemed like a reasonable step for the time being.
We are fortunate that our security committee had already started a congregation-wide
conversation on security improvements, and already had a scheduled meeting on November
11 with outside experts for us to learn from. When the meeting was originally planned,
nobody thought it was going to be held in this current context. We thought it would be to
explain the nature and breadth of threats that exist, to educate us so we can make decisions about the future. We
thought it would be a hypothetical conversation about what could happen, and how to prevent it, and we never
imagined we would have such a vivid memory to cope with as a backdrop.
It did serve its purpose, and provided a lot more information than any of us could easily get on our own. But it
doesn’t solve the problem of what to do going forward. Only we as a community can make that decision, so please
be there with us on December 9th at 10am for our annual meeting. If you can’t attend, please request an absentee
ballot from the office.
Feeling safe is a deeply personal experience. Please remember that what makes one person feel safe may not be
enough for another person. I hope we can all keep this in mind as we decide on appropriate security measures for
our community while still being welcoming to those that visit us. If we have to endure minor inconveniences to
make fellow congregants or visitors feel safer, I ask you to please consider doing so. If we decide to do things that
cost money, I ask you to find it in your hearts to help us offset these costs with your contributions so we can keep
the programming and services our congregants want and enjoy.
Together, we will get through this, and we will find a way through it that works for our congregation. Please
approach the conversation with an open mind and heart and help us figure it out. See you on December 9th!

Bill Beyda
President, Congregation Beth David
Embrace-A-Family with Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley
Now Through December 18

Each year JFS makes Hanukkah brighter for those in need. You can help us make this
year special. Look for the dreidel boards in our Mercaz. Pull a dreidel tag, purchase the
specific gift on the tag, return the gift and tag to the JFS SV office. You'll receive a letter
of thanks from JFS. We'll wrap your gift and see it goes to the person who asked for it.
Please check the Jewish Family Services website https://www.jfssv.org/embrace-afamily-2018.html for more information on the program.
In addition to specific gifts, JFS is also asking for large new/unused gift bags; gas cards and gift cards to Target,
Walmart, Trader Joes and Safeway to serve our clients throughout the year. For additional information and
volunteer opportunities contact Lori Cinnamon at 408.357.7467 or by email at Loric@jfssv.org.
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Bylaws Amendments
Informational Meeting

Sunday, December 2
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
The Board is submitting to the Congregation bylaws
amendments which will be discussed and voted on at
the Annual Meeting on December 9th at 10:00am. Our
Parlimentarian, Michael Leitner, is holding a Bylaws
Amendment Informational Meeting if you would like to
learn more or have questions in advance of the Annual
Meeting.

Annual Meeting

Sunday, December 9
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Come hear about the state of YOUR synagogue and elect
new officers and directors. We need a quorum of 75 members. A
letter containing the slate of officers and directors, agenda for the
meeting, proposed motions and your BALLOT VOUCHER was
mailed. Please remember to bring your ballot voucher
with you to the meeting.

Sundays, December 2 & 9
12:45 – 4:30 p.m.
Please join our Director Of Lifelong Learning, Sarah Hanuka, for a beginners Adult Hebrew
decoding marathon.
Sarah will teach techniques necessary
for reading prayers, conducting
Passover Seders and even providing
you the tools to begin your study for an
adult b’nei mitzvah.
No knowledge of the Hebrew alef/bet is
required. Lunch will be served.
Sign up online at
www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the
office at 408-257-3333. FREE for CBD
members; $36.00 for non-members.
Walk ins welcome, too.
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Security Committee UPDATE
On November 11th Beth David held a Security Symposium to answer questions and help educate our
membership on the topic of security. The three invited guest speakers were Captain Rich Urena,
Commander of the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s West Valley Division; FBI Special Agent Kiro
Marder, coordinator of the San Francisco Hate Crimes Division, and Seth Brysk, Regional Director of
the ADL.
About one hundred members of our community attended and there was a lot of useful information
imparted.
Although there are no known violent hate crimes groups operating in the western area of Santa Clara
County, there is no way of knowing if there are violent individuals such as the Pittsburg shooter. Hate
crime activities against Jewish organizations have increased 57% over the last two years, including the
recent anti-Semitic leafleting of several East Bay synagogues right before this year’s High Holy Days.
The message from the three speakers was:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Security is a constant and on-going process and responsibility of everyone. If you see something that
does not look right, each of us has a responsibility to the rest of us to say something.
Best practice includes “hardening” your target so that an evil doer might be deterred and look for a
“softer” target to attack. The Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburg was only one of five nearby shuls
that did not have a guard and did not lock their front doors.
We need to develop evacuation plans and have emergency evacuation drills that would include
scenarios of fire and earthquake (which are more likely to occur), as well as an armed intruder.
The idea that a good guy with a gun can stop a bad guy with a gun is largely a myth. Any gun use is
dangerous, requires constant intensive training to be effective, and should be left to the police who
would rather not have to instantaneously decide whether the person holding a gun is a “good guy” or
a “bad guy”.
There are a variety of organizations who will do security assessments. We have done some and will
do more to gain additional incite.
There are many security related organizations that offer web-based links to presentations on various
best practices. We hope to be sending a number of these links to you for your consideration.

Beth David has been evolving its security practices for about a year now. There are a number of
initiatives that have been completed as have been reported in previous D'var articles, there are some
that are in motion, and there are some that have not yet been started. This is a never-ending effort that
is highly dependent on the support of our membership to be effective.
On December 9th at our Annual Meeting there will be a security presentation and an advisory question
put to the membership. “Should we adopt a posture of locking our front door” as we have been doing
recently following the Pittsburg shooting, or should we migrate back to our prior practice of having the
front door unlocked during Shabbat services and Religious School.
The membership vote on this topic will have a direct influence on the trajectory of our security
practices. Please plan to attend this meeting and make your preference heard.
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From the VP of membership
By David fishman
The Jewish calendar has inserted 60 naturally darkening days from Simchat Torah to Hanukkah, one of the
longer holiday-free stretches of the year. It’s a time we resume our day to day routines, as we live our lives,
one community among many. Gathering as “one among many” is a core value of our nation, unifying in the
motto that symbolizes our democracy and the shared freedoms we all hold dear.
In a time when we’ve come to expect the unexpected, none of us expected the darkness and evil in
Pittsburgh. It is not that we are unfamiliar with this sort of tragedy. It’s never out of sight, mostly through
parents and grandparents who survived the worst of the 20th century, in a way that forever informs who we
are. And yet. Here we are.
The political climate we live in rewards fear, or at least seems to. But fear is the precise opposite of what our
history, and our literature, and liturgy teach us. The imperative of our history, both immediate past and
remembered from days long ago, is to recall how we got here, and what a miracle it is that we are here at all.
Perhaps we might be reluctant to celebrate miracles because they’re few and far between. But that doesn’t
diminish their power. In fact, it is only appropriate that we celebrate miracles as a community, precisely
because we have experienced fear as a community. The community we seek is one in which we can embrace
one another, to make one community out of many. How much better to light candles together, night after
night, than to curse the darkness.
A focus on fear alone undermines our ability to function as a community. It isolates us, closing our doors.
Even more worrisome, fear makes us fall back on old habits that make it difficult, especially for those
“others” outside looking in, to belong as a community.
Any time you find yourself believing you're outside the doors, it's that much harder to find a way in. In a
room full of new people, everyone assumes that he or she must be on the outside of the box, while “those
people over there” are on the inside. We project our fears and insecurities on one another. No sooner has the
community opened the door, then even the smallest of fears can close it.

When I meet newcomers at the door of CBD on Shabbat, my first instinct is to make sure they are not
overcome with the sense that everyone else is more religiously knowledgeable than they are. I don’t want
anyone to feel alone in the perceived fear of “Jewish incompetence.” That feeling of being alone? I don’t
care who you are, all of us know it in one way or another, there are so many ways to feel alone. It is our goal
in community to constantly find new ways to overcome that feeling.
The key to building our community and keeping it growing in the future is to understand that we are all
about e pluribus unum, coming together as one from among many. As I have written here in the D'var, there
are many types of Jews, and they all relate to community and Jewish institutions in different ways. We all
know people who have reached conclusions about their place in our community based on their past
relationships or experiences. We don't want to be a community in which we emphasize that we don't believe
in second chances.
Consider Hanukkah to be how our people celebrate second chances. After a long period of darkness,
suffering, and struggle, just when we were sure that that one jar would not suffice, somehow our faith was
redeemed eightfold. This year, we come together as one, gathered from among many, and offer this blessing
and recognize the miracles our ancestors experienced in those long ago days, at this time of year, to cast a
new light together.
For a candle is a commandment, and Torah is a light Proverbs 6:23

ִּ֤כי נֵ֣ר ִ֭מצְ וָה וְ ֵ֣ת ָֹורה ֑אֹור
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CBD Levinson Library Report
Have you visited the CBD Levinson Library lately? It contains a treasure of books on most every aspect of
Jewish life and a large collection of fiction novels for adults and young adult readers. All books, other than
reference works, check out for 3 weeks; this can even be done at the Library Cart set up in the Mercaz during
Shabbat mornings or at the small table next to the Library office.
Books and journals on the “Book Nook” table are absolutely free and looking for new homes. Please drop by
during your trips to the synagogue to check for new offerings on the table
beside the door to the Beit Midrash.
Currently we have some additional gems, such as several issues of Biblical
Archeology Review. These issues are in great condition with topics still as
interesting and vibrant as when they were originally published. Many more
are available.
If you are interested in different periods of Jewish literature, we also have a
duplicate set of the book series, “A History of Jewish Literature.” These
hardback volumes are in pristine condition and include literature covering
the following periods:
Old Yiddish Literature from its Origins to the Haskalah Period; The Arabic-Spanish Period; French and
German Jewry in the Middle Ages; Italian Jewry in the Renaissance Era; Hasidim and Enlightenment;
Haskalah at its Zenith; The Struggle of Mysticism and Tradition Against; Philosophical Rationalism; The
Haskalah Movement in Russia; The Science of Judaism,” and more….
For further details or to arrange to see additional issues of the Biblical Archeology Review, or “A History of
Jewish Literature,” please email the library@beth-david.org. You can also ask Jillian in the front office to
open the Beit Midrash anytime you visit in order to browse and check out books.
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Adults of all
Ages Welcome!

CBD.Hazak@beth-david.org
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All Ages Hanukkah Celebration
Wednesday, December 5
5:15 - 6:30 pm

Bring your Hanukkiah and candles to light, enjoy latkes & sufganiyot, sing
songs, and play dreidel with gelt. FREE
Art projects & learning stations for kids
Wine & cheese for adults
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office at 408-257-3333
•

•

Young Adults Hanukkah Celebration
Wednesday, December 5
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Young Family Party

with Israeli American Council
Friday, December 7
5:30 - 7:30 pm

For ages 0 - 7
Enjoy a festive
drum circle and
blessings with
Rabbi Alpert.
Catered dinner.
$20.00 per family.
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the
office at 408-257-3333.

Menorahs and Miracles

Come for some
Hanukkah
cheer, we will
provide latkes,
snacks and
beer. Meet in
the Mercaz to
socialize and
enjoy some
Hanukkah
activities. Stay
for the latkes and beer!
If you want to join our community celebration,
come as early as 6:00 pm to join our families as
they light their menorahs, enjoy music, food.

Community Menorah Lighting

Sunday, December 2
12:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Children's Discovery Museum
180 Woz Way, San Jose
Join in a fun celebration with dreidels, music
and dancing. In partnership with the APJCC.
$15.00 per person.

Monday, December 3
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Pruneyard in Campbell
in front of Cafe Artemis
Join the Silicon Valley community for the
annual menorah lighting ceremony.

Saratoga Festival of Lights

Saturday, December 15, 5:30 - 6:00 pm
Join with neighbors in a celebration of light to bring all segments of the Saratoga faith community together.
This multi-faith event will recognize the role of light in our Fall/Winter Holidays and provide an opportunity
for us to celebrate the holiday season together. Saratoga Village, Big Basin Way and Highway 9,
Saratoga.
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CBD Holiday Connect for Our
College-Aged Young Adults - Update
Thank you to all the families who have joined us in relaunching our care package program for our collegeaged young adults. Currently we have twenty young adults registered to receive packages, and all were
recipients of a Shabbat care package in October. Our Hanukkah packages will arrive during our celebration
of the festival of lights!
Enrollment is on-going, and our next package is Purim themed. (See enrollment form on facing page)
Zahava Preil ~ Sophomore @ Worcester Polytechnic Institute, commented
“Thank you! I really like it a lot.”

Challah covers made by Rabbi Alexander and Elise
Wolf were included in the Shabbat care packages.

Tobiah Passett at UMass Amherst took a
selfie with the contents of his Shabbat care
package.

Balk Family Memorial
Camp Scholarship
We are now accepting nominations for summer 2019
resident camp scholarships funded by the Balk Family
Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund.
This fund perpetuates the memory and ideals of Beth
David members Sheldon and Melvina Balk and their sons,
Richard and David Balk. We seek to capture and light the
spirit of Judaism in our youth, especially those who may
seem apathetic about Jewish activities.
Please note these are not merit-based scholarships. We
offer substantial aid, not based on academic results or
activities, but, rather, to awaken a student’s Jewish
identity. We give preference to Beth David first time
campers. The amount we disburse depends upon
donations to the Fund and current interest, but this
summer, aided by our scholarships, two Beth David
students attended Camp Ramah camps.
Please call Chuck Taubman at 408-257-3251 for

additional information and to learn how to submit a
nomination (the due date is January 18, 2019).
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It’s not too late to enroll your college-aged child or grandchild in CBD Holiday Connect - CBD
Women’s holiday care package program. We will send at least three holiday packages to enrolled
young adults ages 18-25’ish who are in college at home or away, as well as those just starting out
on their own. We want to let our young adults know that, although they may be out of sight, they
are never far from our hearts.
Enrollment in the program is required. Complete the form below and mail it to CBD attn.:
Holiday Connect or drop it by the CBD office. You can also scan the form and email it to
CBD.HolidayConnect@beth-david.org or download the online fillable form at www.beth-david.org/
holiday-connect . A voluntary contribution of $48 is requested to offset the cost of the program (the
estimated cost per young adult is $75 for the year). Of course, you may increase your contribution
to help cover additional costs. Contributions can be made via check (made out to CBD
Sisterhood) or billed to your CBD account.
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December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

2
24th of Kislev
9:00am Torah Trope
9:00am Men’s Club Meeting
9:30am Minyan
9:30am JCORE
9:30am JET
10:00am Bylaws
Amendment Info Meeting
12:00pm Menorahs and
Miracles (offsite)
12:45pm Hebrew Marathon
5:40pm Hanukkah 1 Candle

3
25th of Kislev
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew
11:45am Beginning Hebrew
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
5:30pm Community Menorah
Lighting (Offsite)
5:40pm Hanukkah: 2 Candles
7:00pm MINYAN

4
26th of Kislev
11:00am Modern Hebrew Intermediate
3:00pm Yiddish
Conversation Group
5:40pm Hanukkah 3
Candles
7:00pm MINYAN

5
27th of Kislev
11:30am CBD Women Movie
and Discussion Group
4:00pm JEWEL
5:15pm All Ages Hanukkah
Celebration
5:40pm Hanukkah 4 Candles
6:30pm MINYAN
7:00pm Young Adults
Hanukkah Celebration

9
1st of Tevet
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
9:00am Torah Trope
9:30am Minyan
9:30am JCORE
9:30am JET Program
10:00am Annual Meeting
11:30am Board Meeting
12:45pm Hebrew Marathon
5:40pm Hanukkah 8 Candles
6:00pm Hazak Hanukkah
Extravaganza

10
2nd of Tevet 11
3rd of Tevet
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew
11:00am Modern Hebrew 11:45am Beginning Hebrew
Intermediate
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
7:00pm MINYAN
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
7:00pm MINYAN

16
8th of Tevet
9:00am Torah Trope
9:30am Minyan
9:30am JCORE
9:30am JET Program
10:00am Neshama Body and
Soul
11:15am Yoga for the Soul
6:00pm Bocce with the Boys

17
9th of Tevet
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew
11:45am Beginning Hebrew
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
7:00pm MINYAN

23
15th of Tevet 24
16th of Tevet
BREAK - NO SCHOOL
Administration Office Closed
9:30am Minyan
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew
11:45am Beginning Hebrew
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
7:00pm MINYAN

12
4th of Tevet
2:00pm Programming
Committee Meeting
4:00pm JEWEL
7:00pm MINYAN

18
10th of Tevet 19
11th of Tevet
11:00am Modern Hebrew - 4:00pm JEWEL
Intermediate
7:00pm MINYAN
3:00pm Yiddish
Conversation Group
7:00pm MINYAN

25

17th of Tevet 26

18th of Tevet

Administration Office Closed BREAK - NO SCHOOL
11:00am Modern Hebrew Intermediate
7:00pm MINYAN

7:00pm MINYAN

30
22nd of Tevet 31
23rd of Tevet
BREAK - NO SCHOOL
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew
9:30am Minyan
11:45am Beginning Hebrew
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew
for FSU Émigrés (offsite)
7:00pm MINYAN
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
23rd of Kislev
9:30am Services/CaganKempema Baby Naming
10:30am Mindfulness and
Meditation Through the
Hasidic Lens
10:30am Youth Congregation
12:00pm Kiddush
1:30pm Menschlichkeit

6
28th of Kislev
11:00am Modern History of
Israel
1:00pm Modern Hebrew
5:40pm Hanukkah 5 Candles
7:00pm MINYAN

13
5th of Tevet
11:00am Modern History of
Israel
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch
1:00pm Modern Hebrew Beginner
7:00pm MINYAN

7
29th of Kislev
10:00am Friday Talmud
Study
11:15am Jewish Ethics

8
30th of Kislev
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
9:30am Services
10:00am Stretching into
Shabbat with Rabbi Laurie
4:32pm Candle lighting
Matzkin
4:32pm Hanukkah 6 Candles 10:30am An Exploration of
5:30pm Hanukkah Party
Shabbat Prayer & Study
with Israeli American
for Russian Speakers
Council (IAC)
10:30am Youth Congregation
6:30pm Services
11:15am Tot Shabbat
12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Jewish Book
Discussion Group
5:40pm Hanukkah 7 Candles
14
6th of Tevet 15
7th of Tevet
10:00am Friday Talmud
9:30am Services/70th
Study
Birthday Joe Weiss/
11:15am Jewish Ethics
Welcome Intro to Judaism
4:33pm Candle lighting
class
6:30pm Services
10:30am Youth Congregation
12:00pm Kiddush
1:00pm Israel Today
Discussion
5:30pm Saratoga Festival of
Lights (offsite)

20
12th of Tevet 21
13th of Tevet
11:00am Modern History of
10:00am Friday Talmud
Israel
Study
1:00pm Modern Hebrew 11:15am Jewish Ethics
Beginner
7:00pm MINYAN
7:00pm Dames who Dine
27
19th of Tevet
11:00am Modern History of
Israel
1:00pm Modern Hebrew Beginner
7:00pm MINYAN

4:36pm Candle lighting
6:30pm Services

22
14th of Tevet
9:30am Services
9:30am Shabbat Morning
Hike with Rabbi Alpert
10:15am Approachable Torah
11:15am Tot Shabbat
12:00pm Kiddush

28
20th of Tevet 29
21st of Tevet
10:00am Friday Talmud
9:30am Services
Study
12:00pm Kiddush
11:15am Jewish Ethics
5:00pm Minha Service; Bar
Mitzvah Itai Reingold4:41pm Candle lighting
Nutman
6:30pm Services

CBD CONGREGATIONAL
MEETINGS
Informational Meeting
on Bylaws Amendment
Sunday, December 2
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 9
10:00 - Noon
HANUKKAH HAPPENINGS

(see pages 10 & 11)

At CBD
All Ages Hanukkah
Celebration
Wednesday, December 5
5:15 - 6:30pm
Young Adults
Hanukkah Celebration
Wednesday, December 5
7:00—8:00 pm
Hazak Hanukkah
Extravaganza - adults of all

ages welcome

Sunday, December 9
6:00 - 9:00 pm

Hanukkah Party
with Israeli American
Council
Friday, December 7
5:30 - 7:30 pm
IN THE COMMUNITY
Menorahs and
Miracles w/APJCC at
Children’s Discovery Museum
Sunday, December 2
12:00 - 4:00 pm
Community Menorah Lighting
at Pruneyard
Monday December 3
5:30 - 6:30 pm
Saratoga Festival of Lights
at Saratoga Village
Saturday December 15
5:30 - 6:00 pm
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Neshama Body and Soul - Pray, Sweat, Reflect
Sunday, December 16
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Taught by Rabbi Alpert

Neshama Body and Soul is a practice that combines

movement and spiritual reflection. Through strengthtraining and various forms of prayer, our intention is to
reconnect our physical and spiritual selves.
Neshama Body and Soul is open to all regardless of age,
gender, or religious background. Please wear work out
clothes and sneakers, bring a bottle of water, and your
own mat, if you prefer.
Learn about Neshama Body and Soul practice:
www.neshamabodyandsoul.org

Upcoming dates
• 2/10/2019
• 3/17/2019
• 4/14/2019

B.Y.O.M. Bring Your Own Mat

A Review of Neshama, Body and Soul: Pray, Sweat, Reflect
By Carol Cassell
I came late. The class started at 10:00, right after minyan, and I thought it started at 10:30. I was perplexed
that it didn’t start after minyan, but I should have wondered more and double checked the time. Anyway, I got
to borrow the last yoga mat. I asked Harry Cornbleet what happened in the first half. He said some warm-up
jumping jacks, and I learned that I also missed some core work on abs. There was a handout with some
short prayers and songs. We used the handout between the exercises. That means you weren’t asked to
say the S’hema while touching your toes, for example.

We held the plank position, did some push-ups, held a v-sitting position, did squats, crawled forwards and
backwards (Rabbi Alpert says she does a lot of this), did downward dog (you’re supposed to put your heels
on the ground, if you can), and went back and forth between downward dog and this other arched back
position. Oh, we did knee circles too. There was soft music playing. All the exercises can be modified for
your own fitness/flexibility level. I found I can hold the plank position for one minute, but not one and a half
minutes. The pace was not fast. I found the prayer parts pleasant interludes, but I’m not in good shape, so I
was focused on recovering, at least sometimes. When I’ve gone to the gym (in the past), I’ve used the
weight machines and walked uphill on the treadmills. I’ve never taken a class. This class moved slowly
enough for me, and I liked it. I know it is very good for me. If you can’t get up and down from the floor, then I
think the class would be too hard. I hope this class becomes a regular class offering. I read that not
exercising is worse for you than smoking. Scary, huh? I like the new Tuesday morning walking group too.
Next time, I will come on time, and I will bring a mat.
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Matinee Movie & Lunch Discussion Group

Wednesday, December 5, 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Ladies Who Lunch

Thursday, December 13, 11:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.

These are great opportunities to get to know
new Beth David women or to catch up with old
friends.in a social setting of your choice. Email
cbd women@beth-david.org for locations.

Dames Who Dine

Thursday, December 20, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Do you enjoy walking?
We have groups for you, too

Interested in weekly morning walks? Email Wendy at
cbd.amwalk@beth-david.org
Are evening walks more your style? Email Cathy at
cbd.evewalk@beth-david.org

Services/CBD Women's Shabbat

Everyone is invited to join an inspiring
Shabbat service led by women.
Enjoy a delicious Kiddush luncheon after the service.
Women of all ages are welcome to participate. Please
sign up online https://tinyurl.com/yb2bfb9w

There is Still Time to Participate in the
Winter Coat Drive

Though December 5th
Cold weather is here and CBD Social Action is
participating in the community coat drive.
Drop off your new or gently used coats and
sweaters at CBD or the JCC!

We encourage mother-daughter duos, teens and
young adults to participate.
17
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CHAIM on the Wall is a new version of Iris
Bendahan’s Holocaust exhibit. Both CHAIM on
the Wall and CHAIM 2.0, are mobile offshoots of
the exhibit Iris has previously shown at CBD.
The mobile formats can be brought to schools,
community centers, and workplaces to promote
tolerance through the lens of the Holocaust story.
CHAIM on the Wall will be up in the Group
Study Room at the Saratoga Library through
December 11th. Check out the CHAIM website
for information www.thechaim.org. The
creation of CHAIM on the Wall was made
possible by a community grant from the city of
Saratoga, proofreading help from the
CHAIM board, and printing assistance
from Howard Gannes.
The exhibit kicked off on November 4th.
Holocaust survivors Anna Rubin and
Henry Stone told their story of survival,
with the assistance of their daughters Haya
Rubin and Linda Weiss. (Pictured right)
The second generation are poised to
continue to pass their parents’ stories of
strength and dignity in the midst of
adversity to the third generation.

After Shabbat Programs

Begin after lunch, approx. 1:00 pm

Saturday December 8

After lunch, approx. 1:00 pm
The Hilltop
by Assaf Gavron,
discussion led by Michal
Strutin
Mordantly funny and
deeply moving, this awardwinning novel about life in
a West Bank settlement has
been hailed as
“brilliant” (The New York
Times Book Review) and
“The Great Israeli Novel
[in which] Gavron stakes
his claim to be Israel’s
Jonathan Franzen."
All mature teens and adults welcome

Israel Today Discussion
Current Events
Saturday, December 15

Join Sarah Hanukah for a
discussion about the current
events of our homeland Israel.

Menschlichkeit 101
Saturday, December 1

Join Rabbi Pressman to learn
more about the importance of
compassion and respect.

Yiddish Conversation
Group
Tuesdays 12/4 & 12/18
3:00 - 4:30 pm

Reactivate prior Yiddish
knowledge or learn Yiddish for the first time. Email
CBD.yiddish@beth-david.org for more information.
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For Teens and Adults
Taught by certified Yoga instructor
John Nadler. In addition to a
challenging workout, John shows how
yoga shifts your life's balance toward
a more centered position, balancing
the body, the mind and the spirit.
Sunday December 16
11:15 am - 12:15 p.m.
This program is made possible by a grant
from Jewish LearningWorks and the Newton
and Rochelle Becker Charitable Trust.

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Sarah Hanuka will
be continuing the
second year of the
discussion of
history and politics
and media of our
homeland Israel.
Newcomers
welcome!

Shabbat Morning Hike
with Rabbi Alpert
Saturday, December 22
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
WEATHER PERMITTING

Get into nature and leave the stresses of the
week behind. Join Rabbi Alpert for a Shabbat
hike full of prayer, mindfulness and exercise.
The group will be meeting at Rancho San Antonio,
22500 Cristo Rey Dr, Cupertino.
Please RSVP so that we know to expect you and
to let you know if there is a cancelation due to
weather. RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp call the office at 408-257-3333. Those who
RSVP will receive an email before the hike identifying the specific meeting location. Be sure to
wear comfortable clothes and sturdy walking shoes. Don’t forget to bring water, a hat and
sunscreen!

Adults Learn Haftarah Trope

Classes begin
Saturday January 12, 2019
9:00 - 9:30 am
Adults are welcome to
join in as our students
learn Haftarah trope,
musical cantation used
to chant the Haftaraot,
readings from the
Prophets!

Please email Barbara at
biran@beth-david.org if you want join the class.

Parent’s Intro to B’nei Mitzvah
Sunday, January 6, 2019
12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Learn about our B’nei
Mitzvah process, get
your child’s date
(ages 10-12).
Lunch provided.
RSVP online by
December 30 at www.beth-david.org/
rsvp or call the office at 408-2573333
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PLEASE RSVP
By Carol Cassell

As someone who organizes events at
CBD, there is something I want
everybody to do,
and that is to
RSVP.
I recently
organized a
Brunch and Learn
where I served
bagels and cream
cheese. Moving
forward I would like to have other
options available, but I need to have a
head count if I am to buy and prepare
food. I’m not comfortable with making
brunch for a wide range of 20 - 60
people.
So, friends don’t let friends drive drunk,
and friends make life easier for their
friends by RSVPing.
If you have trouble with the Chaverweb
online RSVP portal, you can always call
the office at 408-257-3333.

Tot Shabbat

Saturdays
December 8 & 22
11:15 am - 12:00 pm

For ages 5 and under.
Enjoy a relaxing, lighthearted,
interactive, Shabbat program for
tots. Includes songs, stories,
puppets and more.

PURIM SHPIEL - MARCH 20, 2019
YES, We are having a
Purim Shpiel
performance this
year. And yes, you can
participate.
We are excited to
welcome Aaron &
Cindy Weisberg as our director-producers!
Look for information to come on audition & rehearsal
dates!!

Men's Club provides community based activities, service projects,
sports and socializing for the men of CBD.
Men of all ages are welcome. Show your support for CBD and help
to strengthen our community.
• Want to volunteer? We are always looking for help. Email
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org

Men’s Club Monthly Meeting
Sunday, December 2
9:00 - 10:00 a.m.
CBD Men’s Club welcomes you to join us for
coffee, bagels and camaraderie. We will
discuss events and service projects.

Bocce with the Boys

Sunday, December 16
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Campo di Bocce in Los Gatos

Sign up for our mailing list or RSVP for any of our events
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org
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January 11 – 13, 2019
Welcome Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub as our Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Vaisrub studied at Yeshivat Hamivtar (Efrat, Israel),
and Hebrew Theological College (Skokie, Illinois). He
received rabbinic ordination from Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
(former Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of Israel). Presently he is
Professor of Talmud at Hebrew Seminary (Skokie, Illinois).
He has taught Hebrew Bible, Talmud, Midrash, and Halakha
in various settings, including Melton School and Hartman
Institute. He is a frequent darshan and Torah reader for Rose
Crown Minyan of Anshe Emet Synagogue and the Chicago
Loop Synagogue and fellow with Rabbis Without Borders
2017 Cohort. Rabbi Vaisrub holds a BA in History from the
University of Michigan, and an MBA from McGill University.

Daven - Eat - Learn

Dinner with Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub
Friday, January 11
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Enjoy dinner with Rabbi Vaisrub before his Friday evening lecture. Dinner is $21.00 per person. Choose
from Chicken or Portobello entrees. RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the office at 408257-3333. RSVP closes 1/3 or when event is full.

The Rebellious Son, The Rebellious City

Friday, January 11
8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Join Rabbi Vaisrub, for an intriguing lecture on this pair of dramatic Talmudic texts showing how the
Talmud teaches us how to always see the other side of an argument and how no one side "owns" the
truth.

Post Modern Talmud

Saturday, January 12
1:45 - 3:15 p.m.
Rabbi Vaisrub reviews his favorite Talmudic teachings and show how a Talmudic scholar was doing post
-modern literary deconstruction 1200 years before post-modernism hit the European scene.

What Would Maimonides Do?

Saturday, January 12
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Rabbi Vaisrub teaches on a series of readings from Maimonides on wide range of topics including the
nature or truth, politics, ethics, and law.

NFL Catch Rule According to Jewish Law

Sunday, January 13
10:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Rabbi Vaisrub presents a video wherein two scholars analyze the change to the National Football
League's definition of what constitutes a "catch" using Talmudic logic.
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Sunday, January 27
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Join us as our religious school
students, their parents, and
members of the community
participate in various social
action projects at CBD and
throughout our general
community for our annual
Mitzvah Day.
We are currently exploring the following activities, however each one is
dependent on volunteer help.
Please email Wendy at Askenas@beth-david.org if you want to assist with Mitzvah Day!
Proposed Mitzvah Day Projects

Giving Back
• Habitat for Humanity – Up to 10 volunteers can go to the ReStore location in San Jose to help
sort or repair donated home goods for resale (at a discount) to the community
• Community Cycles of CA – bicycle repairs done here & collecting used bikes to donate
• Make cards for American Jewish Veterans and Israeli soldiers with Debby Hoffman’s Cards for a
Cause

Comforting the Sick
• CPR/First Aid demonstration by nurse Bonnie Hirsch
• Shabbat in a Box – assemble shabbat items for Jewish seniors in nursing homes
• Layers of Love – make (tie together) fleece blankets for cancer patients
• Locks of Love – a professional stylist will cut your hair for donation to cancer patients
Feeding the Hungry
• Make sack lunches for homeless shelters, with PB&J sandwiches, chips and fruit
• Collection of canned goods, food staples and other non-perishable items for a local food pantry
Helping the Children
• Birthday Boxes – create birthday cards with Debby Hoffman’s Cards for a Cause and wrap
birthday presents to be donated to children in need
• Baby Supply Kits – sort and create essential bath kits for new moms
• Make a donation to a teacher to support a class project

Caring for Animals
• Make pet toys – to be donated to a local animal shelter
• Adopt a dog or cat from the local humane society
• Canine Companions for Independence – learn how dogs are trained to help people

We cannot make these activities happen without volunteer help.
Please email Wendy at Askenas@beth-david.org if you want to assist with Mitzvah Day!
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December Birthdays
1st
Samuel Ammerman
Samuel Shultz
Michael Bierman
Micah Ammerman
Carol Cassell
2nd
Ruth Schwartz
Jessica Bricker
3rd
Daniel Sharvit
Lena Rajna
Ethan Rauchwerk
Scott Guggenheim
4th
Herman Burdman
Amit Ben-David
Rachel Beyda
Nyssa Spector
Mayer Warwick
5th
Holly Mendel
Diane Rock
6th
Lawrence Cohn
Ruth Brill
Galina Drabkin
Howard Pomerantz
Gloria Levy

6th (continued)
Robert Miller
Irina Tenberg
Herzel Ashkenazi
Michael Liebman
7th
Ruth Bareket
Morayah Horovitz
Danielle Horovitz
Karel Gless
Elizabeth Park
8th
Michal Strutin
Harry Ratner
Peter Holan
Rochelle Taboh

11th (continued)
Lilian Halem
Natalie Mauskopf
Daniel Appleman
Michaly Volinsky
Daniella Baird
12th
David Mayer
Jonathan Katz
Joe Lichy
Anna Bauman
Laura Schaevitz
Emma Vainish

13th
Karen Fihn
Peter Spielvogel

9th
Michele Balaban
Nathan Handelsman
Elias Isaac

14th
Ronit Weinstock
Marlene Kass
Rachel Abramovitz

10th
Robin Ferris
Lisa Stein
Joe Weiss
Ima Eshaghoff
Maya Lewis
Faina Eichis

15th
Benjamin Sloutsky
Martin Sherman

11th
Anat Baird
Rafael Bendahan

17th
Roberta Bloom
Shannon Wells
Yael Alcheck

16th
Scott Klein
Bob Baird
Ron Maltiel

18th
Levi Lewis
Maximillian Schaffer
Jacob Fine
Haya Shottan
19th
Ilan Province
Harriet Fernandez
Emma Schneider
Elana Shen
Leah Permut
20th
Shoshana Wolf,
Stacey Scherbakovsky
Dan Maydan
David Hoffman
21st
Samson Sharvit
Sharon Horovitz
22nd
David Fishman
Dennis Wolf
Jim Miller
23rd
Michelle Nathanson
Lily Cinnamon
Hayley Krum
Rhoda Yelowitz
Roberta Schwartz

24th
Daniel Kischel
25th
Jacob Ben-David
Aaron Skilken
Abraham Bromberg
Eitan Mutchnik
26th
Jared Weinstock
Scott Knaster
27th
Lee Gavens

28th
Cookie Addison
Andrew Shvarts
Liora Rabin
Ari Lichy
Alexia Hughes
29th
Daniel Rosenberg
Grace Woolfson
30th
Paula Levitt
Lorraine Abramson
Oscar Preil
31st
Shelley Timmins
Mark Davis

December Anniversaries
28th
David & Ilana Baird

1st
Louis & Janet Witkin

21st
Elie & Yael Alcheck

9th
Jeff & Kate Fox

29th
22nd
Phillip & Marlene Bernstein Phil & Monique Alexander

11th
Michael & Felicia Schaffer

25th
Maxie & Helen Baer

15th
26th
Adam & Aurianne Dorsay Abe & Bayla Bromberg
Jeffrey Englander & Susan
17th
Greenberg-Englander
Stephen & Helaine Green
27th
18th
Lewis & Carol Osofsky
Howard & Emily Gannes

30th
Franklin & Esther Woolfson
Norman & Sarah Rosenberg
31st
Allan & Mindy Berkowitz
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Contributions

Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received
between October 1 –31 following individuals and families.

Adult Education Programs

Miriam Marr, in honor of the monthly Reading Group,
from Alan & Marylyn Cole
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Aaron Mueller, from Stephen & Lynne Kinsey

Annual Campaign

In memory of my mother, Manya Reyzis, from Zoya
Lazer

Congregation Beth David Endowment Fund
In memory of my grandfather, Joseph Carr, from
Sheryl Rattner

Congregation Beth David Fund

Frank Weiss, in honor of your 80th birthday, from Jack
& Betty Adler
Barbara Biran, thank you for the amazing work you did
getting Andrew prepared for his Bar Mitzvah, from
Jeffrey & Kate Fox
Harry Cornbleet, thank you for mentoring Andrew,
from Jeffrey & Kate Fox
Roz Curran, in memory of your father, Isaac Goldstein,
from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Aaron Mueller, from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Mueller, from Arye & Barbara Green
Elie Alcheck, in honor of your birthday, from David &
Muriel Barnett
Peter Holan, in memory of your wife, Hagar Holan,
from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet
In memory of my father, Sol Buff, from Janice
Margolius
In memory of my mother, Zelda Elya Kabatskaya,
from Yulia Chekhanovskaya
In memory of my father, Moussa Moghtader, from
Farideh Feizzadeh
In memory of my son, Boris Freydin, from Liya
Freydin
In memory of Esther Penzak, from Cookie Addison
Congregation Beth David, from Paul & Melissa Taylor

Jewish Education Program/JET Scholarship
Fund

Sarah Hanuka, in honor of your birthday, from Noah &
Ruth Bareket
Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of Nat
Kallman, from Alfreda Mastman

Kiddush Lunch

Sponsor kiddush on Saturday, September 15, 2018 in
honor of our 50th wedding anniversary, from
William & Elizabeth Menkin

Sponsor kiddush on October 6, 2018 in honor of
Andrew's Bar Mitzvah, from Jeffrey & Kate Fox
Sponsor kiddush on October 20, 2018 in honor of the
Aufruf of Josh Goldstein & Michelle Danis, from
Stephen & Barbara Goldstein
Sponsor kiddush on December 15, 2018 in honor of
Joe's 70th birthday, from Joe & Linda Weiss
David Hoffman, in honor of your being honored on
Simchat Torah, from Taffy Hoffman
Bill & Betty Menkin, in honor of our 50th anniversary,
from Izak & Rosa Bencuya
Doris Davis, in honor of receiving an award from JCC,
from Izak & Rosa Bencuya
Sylvia Metz, in honor of receiving an award from JCC,
from Izak & Rosa Bencuya
Bill & Betty Menkin, in honor of your 50th
anniversary, from Stephen & Helaine Green
Kenneth Aitchison & Family, in memory of your
mother, Henia Aitchison, from Marshall & Marlene
Burak
Norman & Rachel Abramovitz, in honor of your 40th
anniversary, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Wendy Askenas, in memory of your mother, Barbara
Wolf-Gerber, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Rhonda Farber, in honor of your new grandchild, from
Noah & Ruth Bareket
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Aaron Mueller, from Noah & Ruth Bareket
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in honor of Rabbi Alpert
Installation, from Alan & Meryl Alpert
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in honor of your installation,
from Aaron & Ellen Kischel
Elie Alcheck, in honor of your birthday, from Victor &
Ruth Brill
Stephen & Barbara Goldstein, in honor of the Aufruf of
Josh Goldstein & Michelle Danis, from Seema
Cicerone
Stephen & Barbara Goldstein, in honor of Josh
Goldstein and Michelle Danis' aufruf, from Martin
& Rhoda Bress
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Mueller, from Bonnie Slavitt
Peter Holan, in memory of your wife, Hagar Holan,
from Arye & Barbara Green
Bill & Betty Menkin, mazal tov on your 50th wedding
anniversary, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Arye Green, thank you, from Bonnie Slavitt
In memory of my father, Harry Berger, from Carol
Cassell
In loving memory of my father, Haim Daniel, from
Gerald Daniel
In memory of Herman Teifeld and Esther Green, from
Arye & Barbara Green
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Contributions (continued)
Kiddush Lunch (continued)

In memory of my uncle, Ralph Rotger, from Olga
Farber
In memory of my mother, Candida de Choudens, from
Olga Farber
In memory of my brother, Stanley Levine, from Carol
Weiss
In memory of my nephew, Howard Mark Levine, from
Carol Weiss
In memory of my grandfather, David Zacher, from
Daniel Rosenberg
In memory of my mother, Ramah Khatoon Isaac, from
Myrtle Schwartz
In memory of my aunt, Hilda Isaac, from Myrtle
Schwartz
In memory of my aunt, Sally Simms, from Joel
Schwartz
In memory of my uncle, Raphael Isaac, from Myrtle
Schwartz
In memory of my friend, Pauline Levin, from Joel
Schwartz
In memory of my uncle, Gilbert Simms, from Joel
Schwartz
In memory of my step-father, Al Steffen, from Marilyn
Goodman
In memory of my grandfather, Sam Schweitzer, from
Eleanor Kiss
In memory of my grandmother, Frieda Kaufman, from
Eleanor Kiss
In memory of my mother, Miriam Spivock, from Aline
Usim
In memory of Linda's mother, Gara Steinberger
Weisman, from Barry & Linda Brummer
In memory of my grandfather, Heinrich Rosenfelder,
from Henry Stone
In memory of my father, Bashi Attar, from James Attar
In memory of my father, Eugene Wald, from Alice
Wald
Congregation Beth David, in honor of the Legacy
Giving Shabbat on October 13, 2018, from Jeffrey
Warwick & Marjorie Alpert
Congregation Beth David, from William & Cathy
Beyda

March of the Living Fund

Kenneth Aitchison & Leslie Alexander, in memory of
your mother, Henia aitchison, from Stephen &
Helaine Green
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Aaron Mueller, from Len & Sylvia Metz
Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of Nat
Kallman, from Len & Sylvia Metz
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Aaron Mueller, from Chuck & Barbara Taubman

Kenneth Aitchison, in memory of your mother, Henia
Aitchison, from Chuck & Barbara Taubman
In memory of Sylvia's father, Dave Krieger, from Len
& Sylvia Metz
In memory of Barry's uncle, Chaim Brumer, from
Barry & Linda Brummer

Rabbi Alpert Discretionary Fund

Georgette Tanenbaum, in loving memory of your
husband, Alan Tanenbaum, from Marshall &
Marlene Burak
Sandi Bretz, in loving memory of your husband, Ken
Bretz, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Margie Pomerantz, in memory of your beloved father,
San Heyman, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Dov Isaacs, in honor of your Succot birthday, from
Marshall & Marlene Burak
Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of your father,
Nat Kallman, from Marshall & Marlene Burak
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, thank you for making Andrew's
Bar Mitzvah so special, from Jeffrey & Kate Fox
In memory of my grandfather, Avrum Belogolovsky,
from Alex & Galina Belogolovsky
In fond memory of my brother, Michael Daniel, from
Jerry Daniel
In loving memory of my mother in law, Minnie Scher,
from Jerry Daniel
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, from Jeffrey Warwick &
Marjorie Alpert

Rama Strod Education Fund

Elie Alcheck, in honor of your birthday, from Barry &
Linda Brummer
Helaine Green, in memory of your brother, Daniel
Mueller, from Barry & Linda Brummer
Bonnie Slavitt, in honor of your new grandchild, from
Noah & Ruth Bareket
Yonathan & Sarah Hanuka, in honor of your daughter's
wedding, from Noah & Ruth Bareket

Religious School Myuchad Fund

In memory of my mother, Eva Zeltzer, from Rita
Sauvage

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund

In memory of my father-in-law, Joseph Usim, from
Aline Usim
In memory of my brother, Jacky Zeltzer, from Rita
Sauvage
\

Silver, Sabes, Frank Youth Fund

Cookie Addison, in honor of receiving an award from
the JCC, from Izak & Rosa Bencuya
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Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank)
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108

_____ Area of Greatest Need

Congregation Beth David
_____Endowment Fund

_____ Kiddush Fund

Billing: (Choose One)
______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly
______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________
Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333

Officers
President
Executive VP
Administration VP
Education VP
Finance VP
Membership VP
Ritual VP
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Bill Beyda
Betty Menkin
Ron Ruebusch
Ruth Bareket
Andrew Passett
David Fishman
Michael Leitner
Madelyn Isaacs
Bob Bankirer
Alex Drukarev

president@beth-david.org
executivevp@beth-david.org
adminvp@beth-david.org
educationvp@beth-david.org
financevp@beth-david.org
membershipvp@beth-david.org
ritualvp@beth-david.org
recsecretary@beth-david.org
treasurer@beth-david.org
finsecretary@beth-david.org

General Board
Immed. Past Pres.
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large

Dan Skilken
Elizabeth Batson
Opher Harel
Bonnie Slavitt
Alison Ruebusch
Thelma Ramm
Nathan Handelsman
Michael Bierman

Dir. at Large Youth Chair
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair
Dir. at Large Finance Rep
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep
Dir. at Large Program Chair
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep

Sharon Horovitz
Lee Hirsch
Bill Halper
Carol Cassell
Barbara Green
Cathy Beyda
Art Singer
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Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Road
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352

Change service requested

Nonprofit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 94
Cupertino, CA

Did you know the D’var is available online?
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.

Bylaws Amendments Informational
Meeting
Sunday, December 2
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Annual Meeting

Sunday, December 9
10:00 a.m. - noon
See page 6

There are a variety of seasonal celebrations at
CBD and within the community.
See pages 10 & 11
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