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Committee Report

Subject: Recommendations for Amending the Congregation Beth David Bylaws 

Date: 22 September 2010

Committee members: Joanne Cornbleet, David Fishman, Eve Kedar, Eric Lewis, Aileen Menkin, Ron Ruebusch

Committee Chair: Howard Pomerantz
The committee would like to express its deep appreciation to Rabbi Pressman, Chuck Taubman, and Ron Ruebusch for their wisdom and help in drafting these modifications. The committee would also to thank Eve Kedar for transcribing the meeting notes. 

I.  Recommendation One

It is recommended that the period of time required to notify the membership of a congregational meeting be reduced to thirty calendar days. 
Article 5.4 subsection 2.d. will read:
At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the Annual Meeting the Secretary shall notify each member as appropriate. The Secretary will offer the membership the option to receive notification electronically. 
II.  Recommendation Two

It is recommended that Article 8.1.14, which establishes the Cemetery Committee, be removed in its entirety.

Because the cemetery has been sold to the Congregation Beth David Endowment, the Board of the Congregation no longer has responsibility for the cemetery.

III. Recommendation Three

It is recommended that items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 in Article 12.0 Definitions be changed to the following:
1. Jewish Adult - Any adult is Jewish as defined by halacha as interpreted by the mara d'atra (Rabbi).

2. Adult - A person is defined to be an adult if either he/she has reached his/her eighteenth (18th) birthday.

3. Dependents - Dependents are defined as either:

a. A member’s children under the age of twenty six (26); or

b. other individuals who are primarily dependent upon a member(s) for their financial support or physical well-being.
Items currently numbered 6 and 7 shall be renumbered to read items 4 and 5 respectively as indicated below.

4. Synagogue -- Refers to the sanctuary used by the Congregation for divine worship and the education facilities required by the Congregation, including facilities rented for those purposes. This also refers to the grounds owned by the Congregation.

5. Financial Obligations -- A financial obligation comes into existence at the time that it is billed to the member and appears on the regular statement that is distributed by the Financial Secretary. The timing of such obligations will be established according to guidelines established in the Financial Policy.
IV. Recommendation Four

The committee recommends the following changes to Sections 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3

2.1   Eligibility
1. Any Jewish adult (see Article 12.0 – Definitions) of good character shall be eligible for membership in one of the membership classes (See Section 2.2).

2.2   Membership Classes

2.2.1  Individual Membership

1. Such membership shall be extended to individual adult men and women.

2. Such membership shall entitle the member to all membership privileges listed in Article 2.9. 

3. Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote.

2.2.2  Household Membership

1. Such membership shall be extended to all households of two (2) adults (see Article 12.0 – Definitions), provided that:

a) At least one of them meets the requirements of Article 2.1 and

b) The two adults do not have a parent/child relationship with each other.

2. An Adult member of a Household Membership who meets the requirements of Article 2.1 is entitled to all membership privileges as listed in Article 2.9, except that two (2) such members may not serve simultaneously as Officers of the Congregation.

3. If one of the two Household adults does not meet the requirements of Article 2.1, that individual shall be entitled to all the privileges of membership as listed in Article 2.9, subject to the following conditions. They:

a) Shall be eligible to participate in synagogue activities to the extent permitted under Jewish law (halachah) as determined by the Rabbi.

b) May have a voice (may not have a vote), at all meetings of the Congregation and the Board of Directors.
c) Shall not be eligible to serve as a member of the Board of Directors or as an Officer of the Congregation.
d) Shall be eligible to serve on any committees with the exception of the Ritual, Youth and Education committees of the Congregation or on other committees as may be determined by the Board of Directors.

e) Shall not be eligible to chair any standing committee.

2.3 Extensibility of Membership to Dependents

1. All of the membership classes shall include the member’s Jewish dependents (see Article 12.0 – Definitions) within the Membership.

2. Such a dependent shall not have a vote, shall not serve on the Board of Directors, shall not chair any standing committee, however, shall enjoy all other membership privileges.

V. Recommendation Five

The committee recommends removal of the words Married Membership from Article 2.9  (and any other such reference as may occur) to be replaced with the word Household. This will make all Articles consist with the changes to the Definitions (Article 12.0).
2.9 Privileges of Members

3. To serve as an Officer or a member of the Board of Directors, except that two (2) members of the same Household may not simultaneously be Officers.
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